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Stay Awake 

"Could you not stay 

awake with me one 

hour?" Jesus asks the    

sleeping disciples in 

the Garden of Geth-

semane. (Luke 22:46) Worn out by 

the pace of events, unable to bear 

Jesus' predictions of what was to 

come, they simply fell asleep. And 

he needed them to stay awake. 

But why? Jesus is the strong one, 

the one who reveals the nature of 

God, the leader and teacher. Surely 

he does not feel fear as we do, or 

need to lean on others? 

"Stay awake." Keeping company 

with Jesus comes down to this: 

finding a way of living in this 

world that allows us to stay awake 

to its reality, and to the reality of 

God-with-us. In this Lent-Easter 

season, this is still the response   

Jesus asks of us. 

But how can we stay wide awake 

to God, when on the outside we 

are surrounded by so much noise, 

so much information, so many 

people needing our attention? And 

when we have so much inner noise 

-   anxiety about the future,              

unprocessed events, decisions and 

choices to keep making? 

What would it be like to be really 

awake? To see the world's pain 

and its beauty? To experience all 

my experiences? 

"Stay awake with me and pray." 

Here is the important part. If Jesus 

is with us we can bear to see and 

hear reality. To stay awake with 

Jesus, and to pray, is to enter into 

the kind of companionship that he 

longed for his disciples to         

experience. To be completely alert 

to life's realities, but to allow that 

way of being present to also         

be a prayer - for peace, for         

reconciliation, to justice, for     

healing, for the living out of 

Christ's way on earth. 

As we listen again to the stories of 

this holy season, may we find in 

them an invitation to stay fully 

awake to all that is happening in 

our lives and in our world, and to 
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THE RESURRECTION 

 

We hold so close to our hearts 

The cross where Jesus died 

But so much more than the blood-

stained cross 

Is that Jesus came back to life 

 

The stone's been rolled away 

The tomb lay open and bare 

They looked for Him, and then the 

angel said 

That He is no longer here 

 

Oh what joy they must have felt 

To see Him just once more 

To eat with Him, to drink with Him 

To receive Him back as Lord 

 

So much did He accomplish 

Through His death upon the cross 

And in His rising from the dead 

He reconciled us back to God 
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Read: Matthew 27: 33-38; chp. 28: 1-11 
 

It would be good to read all of chp. 27 if you have time to do so. It speaks of Je-

sus trial and ridicule and abusive treatment from the soldiers. 

 

Jesus had to die on the cross and shed His blood for us, so we could be brought 

back into relationship with God. He was the final sacrifice. Through Jesus blood 

being shed for us, our sins have been forgiven (washed away). Then, through His 

resurrection (coming back to life) we, too, can be risen to new life in Him. When 

we come to the Lord, He makes us new creations. We have Jesus resurrected life 

in us. 

 

Easter isn’t at all about Easter bunnies and Easter eggs as such, though these 

things are nice to have at Easter time. I’ve heard it said that the Easter egg 

What Does Easter Mean? 



Favorite Scriptures 

If you have any favorite scrip-
tures you would like to learn 
about or any that you have 
questions about, please write 
them down and give them to 
Pastor Mike as he will be 
preaching on these in 2014. 
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Church Directories 

We will be printing and handing out updated printed       
directories of church members and friends. Anyone want-
ing their email address or their cell phone number listed 
in the directories, please give them to Pastor Mike. 

Does your pet have a gift you would like to share with others? 

Should the parish sponsor a pet talent show?        yes---------    no--------- 

Should the parish sponsor a pet dress up contest?         Yes-------       no--------- 

Should we keep it in the parish or open it to anyone in the community to enter?  Yes------    no------ 

Type of pet-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pet’s trick/ talent-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Return to the office, Kay Showers, Christa McCormick, Reda Moore, or Sharon Heitzelman  

My Favorite Scripture ________________________________________ 

 

I want to know more about ___________________________________ 

 

A scripture or subject I have a question about ____________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

A scripture I don’t understand _________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

A scripture I have a problem with ______________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Ministry, 
It’s hard to believe we are almost through the first month of the new year. Looking forward to what God has 
for you and your congregation in 2014 is exciting. I am sure that just as God has used you in 2013, God will 
use you mightily in the New Year. 
One of the ways God has used you and your resources is in your ministry of stewardship. And, because you 
have been faithful, you have been able to pay 100% of your Shares of Ministry. 
I wanted to write as you District Superintendent and thank you personally for paying 100%! 
Your faithfulness, even in the midst of sacrificial giving, is greatly appreciated. By your giving, you have joined 
hands and hearts with United Methodist Christians across our Annual Conference to make a difference in the 
lives of countless people. 
By your generous spirit and your faithful giving, you have kept covenant as United Methodists. By your giving, 
you are proclaiming that God’s people can do more together than we ever could alone 
By your congregation paying Shares of Ministry in full, you have helped send missionaries across the world, 
helped make sure that there will be Christian camping for our children and youth. By your generosity, our re-
tired pastors are assured that their faithful ministry is honored by continuing their health benefits. And, with your 
giving, your are supporting new church starts in our conference as well as helping to revitalize congregations 
that want to grow. 
Together as people of the Lewisburg District, you have, through Shares of Ministry, supported our homes for the 
elderly our UM Children’s Home and the Neighborhood Center. You have helped congregations reach out 
though mission and ministry including the smallest congregations and those doing work in the inner-city with our 
ethnic brothers and sisters. 
Because of your commitment to our covenant as Untied Methodists, you have helped spread the love of God 
and helped the kingdom of God grow and bring people to know the saving power of Jesus Christ. 
I would ask you to share this letter with your congregation,. Please let your members know how much I appreci-
ate your ministry and stewardship.  
 
Thanks you! 
God’s Peace, 
Thomas L. Salsgiver, Distric Superintendent 
 

We would like to thank everyone for the cards, calls 
and visits especially Pastor Mike and Bishy during 
the loss of our son Charles Yarison. We really want 
to thank Hilda and the ladies for the funeral meal. 

A church family is a blessing. 

 Love, 

 Bob & Renie Kahley 

 Cyndi & Mike Bayley, Sister 

 David Yarison, Brother 

God Bless Your Generosity! 
Your Gift Provides Light To Those In Crisis 

 
Dear Friends at St. John’s U.M. Church, 
Your recent donation to the Shepherds of the 
Streets Ministry is deeply appreciated. 
Your gift of love is the spark needed for the can-
dle to burn brighter in the hears of those walking 
a difficult road. May the Lord bless you abun-
dantly, and shine brightly in all you say and do. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
J. Morris Smith, TH.D. 
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Easter Trivia 

1. Why is Palm Sunday the week before Easter Sunday? 

2. Why did the Jews say Jesus should die? 

3. Which disciple cut off the ear of the High Priest’s servant? 

4. Who warned Pilot to have nothing to do with Jesus? 

5. What inscription was placed above Jesus on the cross? 

6. Jesus wore a crown of _________________. 

7. How much did Judas receive to betray Jesus? 

8. What did the priests do with the money when Judas returned it? 

9. Whom did the Jews want released instead of Jesus? 

10. What was the color of the robe placed upon Jesus? 

11. Who carried the cross for Jesus? 

12. What was the last thing Jesus uttered from the cross? 

13. What happened in the Temple when Jesus died on the cross? 

14. How long did darkness cover the land after Jesus died? 

15. When Christ given stated “I thirst,” what was he given? 

16. Darkness covered the land for ___________when Jesus died. 

17. Who was the first person to see the resurrected Christ? 

18. After the resurrection Jesus appeared to his disciples beside what sea? 

19. How many days did Jesus appear to his disciples after the resurrection? 

20. Which disciple doubted Jesus resurrection? 
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VBS Planning 

VBS News 
Ahoy matey! Grab your flip flops, sunscreen, and snorkel and mark 
your calendars for June 23, 2014-June 27, 2014 from 9-11:30 
a.m.! It’s time to set sail for an amazing adventure with God on 
SonTreasure Island. This year at VBS we will dig deep into the sand 
to find the best treasure of all—God’s unconditional love! As we       
explore, we will be learning how God’s love is giving, kind, caring, 
forgiving, and forever! We are looking for sailors and swabbies to 
join our castaway crew. We are also looking for some courageous 
mateys ages 3 through those entering 7 th grade willing to set sail 
with us to SonTreasure Island for an adventure of a lifetime. Please 
help us discover and teach about the most precious and lasting 
treasure of all—God’s love! If interested, please contact Captains: 
Shayna Heintzelman and Taryn Myers, or First Mate: Pastor Mike.  
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Game Night 

(Copies of this are located at  the back of the church sanctuary) 
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• Items for May’s newsletter are due 

April 20th. 

•  Items for the weekly bulletin’s need 

to be to Pastor Mike or Deb by 

Thursday morning each week. 

(Items received after these dates are not 

guaranteed to be printed.) 

Upcoming Dates To Remember: 

Tuesdays, April 1 & 8 at 7:00 pm 

 Lenten Service at Elimsport  

Thursday, April17th at 6:30 pm 

 Sader Meal at Elimsport  

Friday, April 18th at 7:00 pm 

 Good Friday Service at Elimsport  

Sunday, April 20th at 6:00 am 

 Sunrise Service at Elimsport Pavilion 

Monday-Friday, June 23rd-27th at 9:00 am 

 Bible School at Elimsport  

Friday, June 27th  

 Bible School Closing at Elimsport  

Sunday, June 29th 

 Combined Services at Elimsport Pavilion 

Sunday, December 14th 

 Bishop Jeremiah Parks/Meal  

This years church and community sponsored 

Easter Egg Hunt will be Saturday April 19th 

10:00 Sharp! We will hold it at the 

Elimsport church field by the pavilion.  

Wednesday Breakfast 

Please join us for breakfast during the 
Lenten season. Every Wednesday we 
are offering breakfast at 8:00 a.m. in 
the Elimsport fellowship hall. Everyone 
is invited. There is a different menu 
each week.   

Quilts for the Homeless 

• Quilt making for the homeless 
continues on Wednesdays, 9:00 
to 3:00.  

• We are inviting all who knit or 
crochet to come and bring your 
needles and hooks. We have 
been given odds and ends of 
yarns to make afghans. 

• Please bring a bag lunch.  

All are welcome. 

Dip Supper 

Saturday, April 26th 4:00 - 6:30 pm held in 
the Elimsport Social Hall. 

Greeters for April 

 

April 6 Charlie & Pat Ulrich 

April 13 Chris & Jill Ulrich and family 

April 20 Charles & Jane Reibsome 

April 27 Stu Seitzer 











 



Parish Office: 
16145S. RT 44 HWY 
Allenwood, PA 17810 

Office Phone: 
547-1974 

Parsonage Phone:  
547-1386 

Pastor Mike’s Cell:  
974-8590 

Parish Website: 
www.evpumc.org 

Parish email: 
elimsportumc@windstream.net 

ELIMSPORT 
VALLEY UNITED 

METHODIST 
PARISH 

Worship Schedule: 

 

Elimsport UMC  

     Worship 9:00 am 
     Sunday School 10:30 am 

St. John's UMC  

     Sunday School 9:15 am 
     Worship 10:30 am 

Parish Youth Group  

Check weekly Bulletin for    
current schedule and events 

(at Elimsport) 

 
Parish Bible Study 

Varies according to the season. 

Elimsport Valley U.M. Parish  Non-profit Organization 
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Return Service Requested 

Our Mission Statement at Elimsport UMC 

We gather together as a community of Christian believers to worship,             
fellowship, and to learn more about God.  By the unity of the Spirit and the   
support of each other, we are able to reach out to the community and the world. 

 

Our Mission Statement St. John’s UMC 

The purpose of St. John’s is to both evangelize and nurture.  We are called to 

show God’s love in our world by giving aid and by spreading the Good News 

of Christ.  We in turn provide an atmosphere for nurturing where Biblical truths 

are shared enabling people to become spiritually enriched.  By providing this, 

people will learn and through learning, become more effective witnesses.   

www.evpumc.org 


