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Who Do You Say That I Am? 

By Keith Boyette 

The question reverberates down through the ages. When Jesus first asked, “Who 
do you say that I am?” he directed it to those who knew him best – disciples who 
had walked with him for an extended period of time – who had seen him in public 
and private moments. The disciples’ answers are intriguing, but Peter is the one who 
testifies to the reality of Jesus:  “You are the Messiah (the anointed one), the Son of 

the living God.” 

Jesus underscores the critical nature of Peter’s response: “Upon this rock I will build 
my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.” The church, including The 
United Methodist Church, exists only because Jesus is building it. The church is 
grounded in the confession that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the living God. The 

church remains vital only if Jesus remains central to its witness. 

One of the first confessions in the early church was the simple, but profound decla-
ration, “Jesus is Lord!” This declaration placed the speaker in a distinctly counter-
cultural position. Rather than be shaped by the cultural currents at work in any age, 
the confessor was saying that the defining reality for the shaping of his/her life 

was the person, work, and teaching of Jesus. 

How we individually and corporately answer Jesus’ question is at the very core of 

the current storm besieging The UM Church. Our Confession of Faith in Article V 

declares, “We believe the Christian Church is the community of all true believers 

under the Lordship of Christ.” Unless our relationship with Jesus is rightly grounded 

in his supremacy and absolute authority over our lives, corporately we are not a 

Christian Church and individually we are not Christians. 

Despite the doctrinal standards established in our Book of Discipline, segments of 

the UM Church profess a different understanding of who Jesus is and what it 

means to follow him. A recent article by Roger Wolsey, an ordained United Meth-

odist pastor in the Rocky Mountain Annual Conference and Director of the Wesley 
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Foundation at the University of Colorado at Boulder, is representative of this dif-
ferent understanding. In an article entitled, “It’s Time for Progressive Christianity,” 
Wolsey writes, “Jesus isn’t God.  Jesus didn’t die for our sins. . . . Jesus’ resurrection 
didn’t have to be understood as a physical one for it to be a real and meaningful 
one. . . Christianity isn’t the only way for humans to experience salvation.” Wolsey’s 
article contains a revealing caveat: “I do believe that Jesus was divine (in the same 

way that you and I are) . . . .” 

The message of Wolsey and others like him radically departs from the core doc-

trines of the UM Church and are an integral part of the journey that rejects the au-

thority and Lordship of Jesus. This approach affirms “we are devoted to [Jesus], we 

cherish him, we revere him, we are endeared to him,” but never acknowledges him 

as Lord – never submits to the person of Jesus as King of kings and Lord of lords. It 

embraces the idolatry of making Jesus in the image of the beholder rather than 

acknowledging that we are increasingly to be conformed to the image of Jesus in 

our lives. And it gives license to redefine any issue to suit a personal agenda rather 

than seeking the mind of Christ and the will of God. It turns the Christian faith on its 

head. 

This is not a new battle in the church. Every generation has had to confront the 
false gospel that would deny the Lordship of Jesus. The battle in our generation is 
being fought out over the church’s sexual ethics, definition of marriage and ordina-
tion standards, but at its core, the battle is over how we answer Jesus’ question – 

Who do you say that I am? 

As we journey toward the special General Conference in February 2019, don’t 

lose sight of the real issue being decided. We are not deciding whether the UM 

Church will continue as an institution. We are not deciding whether we will redefine 

the church’s sexual ethics, definition of marriage and ordination standards to de-

part from the Judaic and Christian teaching derived from God’s revealed word 

which has been lived out as revealed truth for thousands of years. We are answer-

ing Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that I am?” The Wesleyan Covenant Associa-

tion has made its decision. With Peter, we confess, “You are the Messiah (the 

anointed one), the Son of the living God.” Jesus is Lord! 

Keith Boyette is an elder in the Virginia Annual Conference, and President of 

the Wesleyan Covenant Association. 
 

This article is one of a series of articles on “Preparing for the Future” offered 

to clergy and lay leadership to assist in preparing local churches to understand 

the issues confronting The United Methodist Church as we approach the  2019 

special General Conference and decisions that local churches will have to 

make in the coming months. 



Greeters for August 

 

August 5  Donna Taylor 

August 12  Marti Anderson 

August 19  Cathy Hill 

August 26  Sandy Chamberlain 

 Items for Septembers' newsletter 

are due August 20th. 

  Items for the weekly bulletin’s 

need to be to the church office 

by Wednesday morning each 

week. 

(Items received after these dates are  

not guaranteed to be printed.) 
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The Elimsport Church is in need of 
an Outdoor Custodian.  They will 
be responsible for mowing, weed-
ing, etc.  If interested, please con-
tact Tom Taylor at (570) 547-

1849.   

Community Breakfast is held 
Wednesday mornings from 7:00 - 
9:00 am at the Elimsport Church.  
There will be NO breakfast on 
Wednesday, August 1st due to 

Bible School. 

There will be a Blood 
Drive on Tuesday, Au-
gust 7th from 2 – 7 at 
the Elimsport Church 

Fellowship Hall.   

Dear Pastor Mike and UM Church,   

Thank you for everything you’ve done for me 
over the years.  Also, thank you for the gift 

card to the Christian Light Bookstore.   

     
    

 Best Wishes,   

    Me-

gan Chamberlain 
Thank you for the 
prayers, cards, 
food and visits 
when my husband 

was ill and pasted away. 

     

  Joann Kroft 
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Elimsport & St. John’s UMC 

Parish, 

Thank you to everyone for 
the cards, thoughts, and 
prayers during the time of 
my thyroid surgery and recovery.  I am 
greatly blessed to know so many people 
that truly care about me and to be a part 
of a parish that is so loving and supportive, 
especially throughout this journey.  It all 

means so much to me and my family. 

   

   With Love, 

              

    Ellen Hill 
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Parish Office: 
16145S. RT 44 HWY 
Allenwood, PA 17810 

Parsonage Phone:  
(570) 547-1386 

Pastor Mike’s Cell:  
(570) 974-8590 

Parish Website:  
www.evpumc.org 
 
Parish email: 
elimsportumc@gmail.com 

ELIMSPORT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST PARISH 

Worship Schedule: 
 
Elimsport UMC  

     Worship 9:00 am 
     Sunday School 10:30 am 

St. John's UMC  

     Sunday School 9:15 am 
     Worship 10:30 am 

Parish Youth Group  

Check weekly Bulletin for current schedule and events 
(at Elimsport) 

 
Parish Bible Study 

Varies according to the season. 

Our Mission Statement at Elimsport UMC 

We gather together as a community of Christian believers to worship, fellow-
ship, and to learn more about God. By the unity of the Spirit and the support of 

each other, we are able to reach out to the community and the world. 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement at St. John’s UMC 

The purpose of St. John’s is to both evangelize and nurture. We are called to 

show God’s love in our world by giving aid and by spreading the Good News of 

Christ. We in turn provide an atmosphere for nurturing where Biblical truths are 

shared enabling people to become spiritually enriched. By providing this, people 

will learn and through learning, become more effective witnesses.   

www.evpumc.org 


