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Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more. 

       Romans 5:20 
 

Someone might ask if God can teach his people by sin.  He might, and does 
(Romans 8:28).  All things do work, but all things do not work alike.  Sin works for 
good, but it is absolute omnipotence, by pure prerogative, for sin is properly the 
devil's work, and by natural tendency leads to destruction.  Give no thanks to the 
sin itself that any good comes from it; God beats Satan with his own weapons.  But 
affliction is a calamity of God’s making (Amos 3:6), and God teaches his children 
through it.  He tempers the nature of affliction to promote his own gracious designs 
in the children of promise.  There is no intrinsic value in affliction itself, but only as it 
is used by divine omnipotence for saving ends.  It is like a saw to cut.  The instru-
ment can do nothing alone, but is a tool in the hand of the workman.  In God’s 
word there is a more direct instruction for the children of God than in the rod, yet 
in chastisement the heart is put into a better disposition to be responsible to divine 
teaching.  Grace applies its truth forcibly by an appropriate set of circumstances.  
Correction takes down the pride of man’s heart.  Pride raises objections against the 

word, and disputes with the commands when it should obey them.    

                (Continued on p.2) 
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Warming of the Tree:   The guidance counselor 
at Montgomery gave us names of 17 kids that 
need help during this holiday season.  We will 
be buying them toys, and clothes including coats 
and gloves.  Starting on November 26th we will 
have ornaments on the trees at both churches of 
items that these kids need or want.  Please take 
an ornament and buy the gift and when you 

bring it back to the church tape the ornament on the package so we know which 
kid it is for.  We will be delivering the gifts to the school the week of December 
17th, so please try to have the gifts  to the church by December 10th so we have 

time to wrap the gifts.  

On December 3rd, we will be decorating the Elimsport 
church for Christmas with our annual Hanging of the 
Greens program during the regular church service.  After 
the service, we will have a fellowship time in the social 
hall.  Please bring a treat for the table (finger food on-
ly....cookies, candies, crackers, etc.) and plan to attend the 

worship service and the fellowship time afterwards. 

December 3rd during the morning worship, we will have the 
Hanging of the Greens service at St. John’s.  Please plan to at-
tend this beautiful service as we decorate the church for the 
Christmas season.  We would love to have the kids come and 

help decorate! 

 

         (Continued from p. 1) 

 

God comes with his instruments of affliction, and tears down the mountain if pride.  
The heart of pride speaks loudly in the wicked, but also whispers audibly even in 
the godly, until correction drives it out.  Affliction is God’s forge to soften the iron 
heart.  It is impossible to form iron while it is cold, but make it red hot, and you can 
stamp upon it any impression you please.  The heart is hard and its natural re-
sistance is much increased by prosperity.  God softens hearts with the showers of 
adversity and makes us more attentive unto him and less influenced by the noise of 

the world. 

 

  Thomas Case, Select Works, A Treatise of Afflictions, pp. 105-108 
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Our second warming of the tree is the Montgomery 
Christmas Committee. The Christmas committee sup-
plies needy families with a Christmas meal and also 
buy toys for the children.  Our parish can bring toys 
to put under the tree at either church and they will 
match the toy with the appropriate child.  They need 
toys for newborn up to 13 years of age.  If the toy 
needs batteries please provide them.  If you would 
like to donate canned goods you can also put them 
under the tree at either church.  Last year there were 
227 families who received boxes and 297 children 

who received toys.  If you know of anyone to be put on the list please give their 
name to Nancy Gruver 570-547-6777.  Please see the full letter in the newsletter 

from Nancy Gruver for more details. 

The Christian Crusader Class will have a Christmas Party on 
Friday, December 15th at 5 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  It will 
be hosted by Harry & Carol Riddell.  Meat will be provided.  
Please bring a dish and something you treasure to share with 

the class. 

December 17th at 9am is our parish/combined service at Elimsport 
church as Nick Biddle will be here to share his music during the 

Christmas season.  There will be no Sunday School at St. John's.  

December 10th at 10:30am at St. John's during morning wor-
ship,  we will have our Christmas play put on by our youth. 
Please come and support our kids and teens as they tell the 
Christmas story.  Please bring some cookies to share for after 

the service.  

tel:(570)%20547-6777
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Greeters for December 

 

December 3  Mary Moore 

December 10 Guy Mausteller & Sue  

   Smith 

December 17 Janet Eiswerth 

December 24 Tweet Flick 

December 31 Joann Stainbrook 

 Items for January’s newsletter 

are due December 20th. 

  Items for the weekly bulletin’s 

need to be to the church office 

by Wednesday morning each 

week. 

(Items received after these dates are  

not guaranteed to be printed.) 

Don’t Forget! There 
will be a Blood Drive 
on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 5th from 2 – 7 
pm at the Fellowship Hall at the 

Elimsport Church. 

Thank you for the amazing col-
lege care package that I re-
ceived!  It’s great to know that 
so many people in the churches care about 
me.  Thanks for your prayers as I continue 

my college journey.  

   Thanks again, 

   Benjamin Klopp 

Thanks to all who 
donated to the 
Montgomery Food 
pantry.  We will be 
taking a truck load of items to 
them!  What an amazing parish 

we have! 

Community Breakfast is held 
Wednesday mornings from 7:00 - 

9:00 am at the Elimsport Church.   

We would like to thank 
everyone for the cards and 
phone calls concerning Lar-
ry while he was in the Wil-

liamsport Hospital and then doing 
physical therapy at Muncy Valley 
Skilled Nursing.  He is doing well at 
home.  We are truly blessed with 
having our church family to keep him 

in their prayers. 

   Thank you, 

Larry & Sandy Foresman & Family 

Thank you for my care pack-
age filled with goodies! It's 
comforting to know that my 
church family thinks about me 

even when I am not there. Thank you again! 

    Amy Drick 
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Parish Office: 
16145S. RT 44 HWY 
Allenwood, PA 17810 

Parsonage Phone:  
(570) 547-1386 

Pastor Mike’s Cell:  
(570) 974-8590 

Parish Website:  
www.evpumc.org 
 
Parish email: 
elimsportumc@gmail.com 

ELIMSPORT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST PARISH 

Worship Schedule: 
 
Elimsport UMC  

     Worship 9:00 am 
     Sunday School 10:30 am 

St. John's UMC  

     Sunday School 9:15 am 
     Worship 10:30 am 

Parish Youth Group  

Check weekly Bulletin for current schedule and events 
(at Elimsport) 

 
Parish Bible Study 

Varies according to the season. 

Our Mission Statement at Elimsport UMC 

We gather together as a community of Christian believers to worship, fellow-
ship, and to learn more about God. By the unity of the Spirit and the support of 

each other, we are able to reach out to the community and the world. 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement at St. John’s UMC 

The purpose of St. John’s is to both evangelize and nurture. We are called to 

show God’s love in our world by giving aid and by spreading the Good News of 

Christ. We in turn provide an atmosphere for nurturing where Biblical truths are 

shared enabling people to become spiritually enriched. By providing this, people 

will learn and through learning, become more effective witnesses.   

www.evpumc.org 


