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10 Things About the Christmas Story You May Have Missed
Dr. Joe McKeever
They were not "kings" from the east and there weren't three of them. And when
they arrived in Bethlehem, Joseph and Mary and Baby Jesus were not still in the
stable, but in a house, contrary to half the Christmas cards that will be arriving at
your house.
And there's no indication there were cattle in that stable or anywhere nearby. In
fact, the only thing that leads us to believe Jesus was born in a stable is that Luke
2:7 tells us Mary laid the Baby in a manger, a feeding trough.
But you knew all this.
And you knew that all of this was predicted through the centuries by God's prophets. We particularly treasure the promises of Isaiah 7:14 ("Behold a virgin shall
conceive....") and 9:6-7 ("For unto us a child is born...."), as well as Micah 5:2
("Bethlehem...out of you shall come forth One to be Ruler over Israel...").
And you knew that, contrary to the Christmas hymn "The First Noel," the shepherds
in Bethlehem's fields did not "looked up and saw a star shining in the East beyond
them far" (modern hymnals have revised that line to read "For all to see there was
a star....").
But, allow me to point out some aspects of this wonderful story it's possible you
might have missed. There is no particular order intended.

1. Joseph has no speaking lines.
This man who was to become the earthly father of our Lord Jesus was a man of action. He heard and he obeyed.
I recall hearing of a mother calling the school to inform the teacher that her son
had a bad cold and would be unable to play Joseph in the Nativity play later that
morning. It was too late to replace him, so they did the play without Joseph.
No one missed him.
2. Mary is a deep thinker.
Twice we read that she "pondered" these things. Once when Gabriel made the
original announcement to her (Luke 1:29) and then when the shepherds entered the
birth chamber (whatever it was, stable, etc.) to tell of the visitation of the angels
(Luke 2:19). The contrast between Mary and Joseph is fairly strong. He seems never to question a word from the Lord, but goes immediately to obey. Mary thinks it
through, and even deigns to ask the angel of God how such a thing could be.

3. After the angels made their announcement to the shepherds, they did not
command them to do anything.
Since the shepherds dropped everything and ran into Bethlehem to "see this thing
which has come to pass," we might have expected the angels to have instructed
them to go. Instead, the angel of God did something far superior: He informed
them how to recognize the Christ-child once they found Him. "This shall be a sign to
you: you will find the Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths." God knew those He had
chosen as the welcoming committee for His Son. He knew, that even though they
were lowly shepherds--a category we would call unskilled labor--they were wise
enough to come to Him as soon as they knew how.
4. There is great intrigue in this story.

A great cosmic drama is taking place here. On the one hand, we see Heaven
opened and angels heralding the arrival of God's Son on earth. And on the other,
hell's forces marshal to oppose Him and if possible, to kill Him and put an early
end to this redemptive mission from Heaven.
Angels in the outdoors and Herod's soldiers entering homes to crush the skulls of
infants.
The battle was joined and has raged ever since.
Readers wishing to explore this further should Google "How God Fooled Satan at
Christmas," my article on this subject.

5. Head knowledge is not sufficient.
In Matthew 2:3, all Jerusalem was abuzz with talk about the foreign visitors who
had arrived in town, naively inquiring at every service station and convenience
store, "Well? Where is He? Where is the One born King of the Jews?"
They figured that this wonderful news would be the talk of the city. Instead, no one
else seemed to know anything about it.
Then, when Herod called the religious leaders to ask where the Messiah was to be
born (Matthew 2:4), these doctors of theology informed him that the Old Testament
prophet Micah had said Bethlehem was the place.
What we wonder is why they didn't go to Bethlehem. It's not like it was in the next
hemisphere. Bethlehem lies some 5 miles south of Jerusalem, an easy walk for a
healthy person.
The clear conclusion is that these religious leaders had the Bible knowledge but no
real interest in God or the promise of Scripture.

6. The prosperity gospel stumbles at this story.
Mary and Joseph are poor. There is not a word in the text to indicate otherwise.
When they presented their Baby in the temple for the prescribed dedication of the
first-born, unable to afford a lamb for an offering, the young parents gave a couple of birds (Luke 2:24; based on Leviticus 12:2).
7. The gold from the Magi had a very practical purpose.
Immediately after Matthew tells of the visit of the visitors from the East and their
wonderful gifts, he tells how the Lord's angel spoke to Joseph in a dream, informing him that Herod was on a killing jag and he should take the family to Egypt.
Doubtless, the gold was provided by the Lord to finance this unexpected trip.
8. Notice the crossing of human lines and barriers in this story.
We have the young and the old (Mary, Joseph, the Baby, and Simeon and Anna in
the temple. Luke 2).
We have the rich and the poor (the Magi and the young family. Matthew 2).

We have the Jews and the Gentiles (the Magi were the non-Jews).
We have the highest (angels) and the lowest (shepherds).
This wonderful story is clearly for "whosoever" and "all the world," as John 3:16
informs us.

9. Telling the story is a privilege.
It would appear that Mary and Joseph's account of the angels' appearances were
so personal--and so unbelievable--that they either told no one at first or very few
people.
The shepherds heard the message from the angels, left those miserable sheep to
fend for themselves and raced into Bethlehem to see the Christ-child, then went out
and told everyone what they had heard and seen.
Poor Zacharias. After questioning the angel inside the Temple (Luke 1), he was not
allowed to tell what he had heard and seen until his son John was born. Telling others of Jesus is a privilege many of us take for granted. I think of the leper in Mark
1 whom Jesus healed. Then, the Lord instructed him to show himself to the priest
and do what Moses commanded, but to otherwise keep the news to himself. However, he was just not able to do that. He went out and began to "blaze abroad"
the matter. Jesus tells you and me to tell everyone and we go home and sit down.
Something is way wrong here.

10. Jesus did no miracles in His boyhood.
By all reports from Luke 2, Jesus had a normal childhood in Nazareth. In fact, John
2:1 informs us that the turning of water to wine at the wedding in Cana of Galilee
was His first miracle.
Lest we are tempted to temper that by saying, "It was the first miracle of His ministry, but not the first one He had done," I submit the following.
Had the boy Jesus been doing miracles in Nazareth like an early "Superboy of
Smallville," the world would have taken note of Him and beaten a path to His
door. Satan would have noticed also and come running, ready to abort God's
plans for His Son.
That did not happen because Jesus was not doing miracles, was not teaching, and
was not distinguishing Himself in any way during his youth. That's why, when He did
start to preach and heal and work wonders, His neighbors were astonished. Where
did this man get these things? And what wisdom is this which is given to him, that such
mighty works are performed by His hands? Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary,
and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? Are not his sisters here with
us? (Matthew 13:54).

Dr. Joe McKeever is a Preacher, Cartoonist, and the Director of Missions for the Baptist Association of Greater New Orleans. Visit him at joemckeever.com/mt. Used with
permission.

The annual Hanging of the
Greens service for the
Elimsport Church is scheduled for Sunday, December 2nd during the worship service at 9am.
Please bring a treat to
share for fellowship time following the conclusion of the program. We will be asking
for volunteers to help decorate the church
during the program. If we miss you, please
let us know, there’s always plenty to do!
Please join us for the Hanging of the Greens
service for St. John’s on December 2nd during
the church service at 10:30am. This is a
beautiful service that is a highlight of the Advent season. We love to have our youth help
decorate!

St John's Christmas play will be Sunday, December 16th during the morning worship
service at 10:30am. Please come and support our youth as they tell the Christmas Story. Please stay for some cookies afterwards!

The Elimsport UMC will have their
Christmas pageant on Sunday,
December 23rd.

Christmas Eve Services are as
follows: Elimsport @ 6:30 pm,
St. John’s @ 8:00 pm.

Thank you so much for the awesome college care package! It
was very much appreciated. I’m
so glad I belong to such a caring
church family!
Thanks again,
Ben Klopp

Dear Helping Hands,
Jim & I want to thank you so much for the
beautiful card and gift of money you gave us.
We are very grateful for this gift and are paying
some bills and getting Jim some jeans that are
much needed. Thank you all.
Love,
Jim & Sonia

We have 2 missions for
the Advent season: the
first one is for the
Christmas committee.
They have asked that
we collect cans of soup
to help out the needy
families. The Christmas
committee hands out
over 220 boxes of food to needy families in the
Montgomery School district and also supplies a
Christmas meal for each family and gives out
toys for around 300 kids. So please help this
important mission by bringing cans of soup into
the churches by December 16th.
No tricks, only treats from six Holy Ghosts and one
little urchin. They treated us with candy and also
songs and prayer. We thank you for including us
in your day of fellowship and fun.
LaRue, Bev & Roxey Berger

Our second mission is making
Christmas special for some
kids from the Montgomery
School. We will be buying
toys and clothes for these
kids. There will be items at
each church on a Christmas
tree that the kids want or
need. Pick one or two items,
buy it and put the unwrapped item under the tree
with the tag attached. Any
questions see Deana Drick or
Sharon Heintzelman. Thanks
in advance for helping with
this wonderful mission. If you
are unable to shop for items
from the tree, or just don’t
like doing the whole retail
thing, monetary donations
will be gladly accepted.
Please see Sharon
Heintzelman or Deanna
Drick. As always, support
from the EVUM parish is phenomenal and truly appreciated.

If you would like to order a
poinsettia for the Elimsport
UMC, they come in red, pink
or white. The cost is $9.00.
Please see Donna Taylor if
interested.

Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the care
package that was full
of snacks and goodies!
I am very thankful that
I have a church family
who cares about and supports its members.
Amy Drick

Parish Bible Study will be starting
up on Tuesday, January 8th at
6:00 at the Elimsport church. All
are welcome.

Community Breakfast is held
Wednesday mornings from 7:00 9:00 am at the Elimsport Church.

There will be a
Blood drive on
Tuesday, December 4th from 2-7
at the Elimsport
Fellowship Hall.

Greeters for December
December 2
December 9
December 16



Items for January’s newsletter
are due December 20th.



Items for the weekly bulletin’s
need to be to the church office
by Wednesday morning each
week.
(Items received after these dates are
not guaranteed to be printed.)

December 23
December 30

Bob & Hilda Sampsell
Frank Clever
Jennifer Springman &
Family
Joann Stainbrook
Jeremy & Joann Kennedy
& Family

Acolyte Schedule
December
12/2 Elizabeth and Mallorie
12/9 Mitchell and Garett
12/16 Jackson and Samuel
12/23 Elizabeth and Mitchell
12/24 Mallorie and Mitchell
12/30 Mallorie and Garett
January
1/6 Jackson and Mitchell
1/13 Samuel and Elizabeth
1/20 Mallorie and Garett
1/27 Jackson and Samuel
February
2/3 Elizabeth and Garett
2/10 Samuel and Mallorie
2/17 Mitchell and Jackson
2/24 Garett and Samuel
God’s Blessings
October 31, 2018 While most people were celebrating Halloween going for treats or playing a trick
on someone, God sent out his “Halo Singers”.
Being All Saints Day Eve, these singers visited senior
residents of the Elimsport Area. When entering a
home, each person in the home was given a bag of
candy and an apple for a treat. The trick was they
had to listen to the halo singers sing “Jesus Loves
Me/You” and “If You are Happy and Know it, Clap.”
You are invited to join the Christmas Carolers in December. The bus is free.

The “Gift Tree” will be decorated with tags for Christmas
gifts for children in the Montgomery Schools again this
year. The tags will be available to pull off the tree beginning Sunday, November 18th, just in time for Black Friday shopping. The gifts should be NEW & UNWRAPPED
WITH THE TAG ATTACHED when placed under the tree.
Any questions can be directed to Sharon Heintzelman or
Deanna Drick (570-419-1730)

Friends and members of our parish will be
helping at the Susquehanna Valley Toys for
Tots warehouse (Lewisburg) on two separate
dates this year. Sign-up sheets will be available in each church beginning on October 21st.
The sign up dates are Sunday, November 11th
and Sunday, December 2nd from 1pm-5pm.
Sign up soon because there is a limit of 12
people per date. You can contact Deanna
Drick (570-419-1730) with any questions or to sign up.

Attention fitness enthusiasts! All who are interested in free
workouts can show up on Tuesdays and Thursdays (except
when the FH is already booked) from 6:30-7:30 starting on
November 8th. We will have a variety of workout DVD’s
we’ll be showing on the TV in the fellowship hall. You may
want to bring a mat and/or towel for floor work. We can
develop a schedule of the type of workouts for each date
as we become more organized. Any questions can be directed to Sharon Heintzelman or Christa McCormick.

ELIMSPORT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST PARISH
Worship Schedule:
Elimsport UMC
Worship 9:00 am
Sunday School 10:30 am
St. John's UMC
Sunday School 9:15 am
Worship 10:30 am

Parish Office:
16145S. RT 44 HWY
Allenwood, PA 17810
Parsonage Phone:
(570) 547-1386

Check weekly Bulletin for current schedule and events
(at Elimsport)

Pastor Mike’s Cell:
(570) 974-8590
Parish Website:
www.evpumc.org

Parish Bible Study

Parish email:
elimsportumc@gmail.com

Parish Youth Group

Varies according to the season.

www.evpumc.org

Our Mission Statement at Elimsport UMC
We gather together as a community of Christian believers to worship, fellowship, and to learn more about God. By the unity of the Spirit and the support of
each other, we are able to reach out to the community and the world.

Our Mission Statement at St. John’s UMC
The purpose of St. John’s is to both evangelize and nurture. We are called to
show God’s love in our world by giving aid and by spreading the Good News of
Christ. We in turn provide an atmosphere for nurturing where Biblical truths are
shared enabling people to become spiritually enriched. By providing this, people
will learn and through learning, become more effective witnesses.

