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Pastor Mike Hill
The Truth About God's Love
By Joyce Meyer, Christian Post Guest Columnist
The most important thing we can do as Christians is love God and love people. But
before we can love anyone, we have to receive God's love. Because you can't give
away something you don't have. So, do you really know that God loves you? It's
one thing to understand that God is love and He loves you, but it's another to know
and experience His love personally. What we believe begins as a thought, and as
Proverbs 23:7 says, "As [a man] thinks in his heart, so is he". I like to say it this way:
Where the mind goes, the man follows. If you need to get a deeper revelation of
God's love for you, a good place to start is to meditate on this truth based on
God's Word: "God loves me unconditionally!"
The Truth About God's Love
Many years ago when I was preparing to teach my first public message, I felt like
God was speaking to my heart to tell people He loves them. At first, I wasn't excited about this because it seemed too simple, so I told God, "They already know
that. And I don't want to just teach a little Sunday school lesson." But God showed
me that many people don't really know how much He loves them, because if they
did, they would act a lot differently than they do. God's love is amazing! First John
4:16 says God is love. And verse 18 says, "There is no fear in love; but perfect
love casts out fear...". God's love can remove fear from your life. It's a medicine
that can heal every wound in your soul: a broken heart, the pain of rejection or
abandonment or any other hurt you've experienced. Romans 8:37 says "we are
more than conquerors through Him who loved us." When you really know the love
of God, you don't have to be afraid of making a mistake; you can step out boldly
in faith to do whatever He's calling you to do. You know who you are in Christ and
have confidence that you can do whatever you need to do in life through Him.

God loves you on purpose. He didn't get stuck with you – He chose you! Ephesians
1:4 says that "[in His love] He chose us [actually picked us out for Himself as His
own] in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
(consecrated and set apart for Him) and blameless in His sight, even above reproach, before Him in love". When you know God loves you, you feel valuable,
accepted and that you have a purpose. You know your sins are forgiven and you
are free from guilt and condemnation. And no matter what you've done, you can
have a new beginning in Christ.
I want to encourage you to be determined to know and receive God's love for you.
Study scriptures about God's love and make them personal confessions you can declare over your life. Look at yourself in the mirror and say out loud, "God loves me!
He chose me, actually picked me out for Himself to have a personal relationship
with Him. I am more than a conqueror in Christ because He loves me, and His perfect love casts fear out of my life.”
It's More Than a Feeling
Like I said before, the most important thing to God is that we love each other unconditionally. Love is not a theory or a gooey feeling; it's about how you treat
people. And we start loving people with our thoughts. How do you think about
people?
In 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, we read that "love endures long and is patient and kind;
love is never envious nor boils over with jealousy, is not boastful…. It is not conceited (arrogant and inflated with pride); it is not rude (unmannerly) and does not act
unbecomingly. Love…does not insist on its own rights or its own way, for it is not
self-seeking; it is not touchy or fretful or resentful; it takes no account of the evil
done to it…. It does not rejoice at injustice and unrighteousness, but rejoices when
right and truth prevail. Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is
ever ready to believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all
circumstances, and it endures everything [without weakening]." If you're going to
walk in love, you have to set your mind and keep it set that you're going to walk in
love. Our natural tendency is to be selfish, but the solution to overcoming a selfish,
self-centered life is to love aggressively. Start with your thoughts and make this
your confession: "I love people and I enjoy helping them." Galatians 5:13 says
God has called us to live in freedom through Christ, "only [do not let your] freedom
be…an opportunity or excuse [for selfishness], but through love you should serve
one another." I've found that when I'm focusing on others and how I can bless them,
I'm more peaceful and have more joy. Make it your business to put a smile on
someone's face and do something that makes someone's life better every day.

Trust God to take care of you. If you stay busy trying to help others, you won't
have time to worry about yourself. And you'll enjoy living a life of love.
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Elimsport Valley Parish,
Thank you so much for all the gifts you gave the Montgomery Food
Bank during the year of 2018. All the gifts were very much appreciated. Thank
you for caring for the needy people of the Montgomery area. Thank you so very
much for the gifts of money each month.
Thanks again,
Footprints of Montgomery

A great big thank you to our parish for helping with
our mission projects. We delivered a trunk load of
soup to the Christmas committee. Everyone did an
amazing job picking out gifts for our Montgomery
kids. Also the donations of money helped us finish
our shopping. We got gifts for 14 kids and each
child/teen had a big bag of presents to open
Christmas morning. We cannot do it without all your
help! What a wonderful way to show these kids and families that people care!
Once again our Parish has spread God’s Love through the Helping Hand’s apple
dumpling profits. Without your support, we would be helpless.
During the year of 2018, we were able to help financially; ramp entrance door,
electric bill for young mother, Easter egg hunt, U.M. Home for children, funeral
meals, helped a mother with traveling and lodging expenses while son was at John
Hopkins Hospital, Montgomery Christmas Committee, Footprints of Montgomery,
snacks for college students, Montgomery Performance Arts for trip to Washington
D. C., helped pay some of a members medical bills, and gave gifts will Christmas
Caroling. A total of $4,207.55
A very Blessed Thank You for making it possible.

When I Get Old
Lord, Keep me sweet when I grow old
And things in life seem hard to bearWhen I feel sad and all alone
And people do not seem to care.
Oh, keep me sweet when time has caused
This body, which is not so strong,
To droop beneath its load of years
And suffering and pain have come.
And keep me sweet when I have grown
To worry so at din and noise;
And help me smile, the while I watch
The noisy play of girls and boys.
Help me remember how that I,
When I was younger than today
And full of life and health and joy,
Would romp and shout in happy play.
Help me to train my heart each day
That it will only sweetness hold;
And as the days and years roll on,
May I keep sweet as I grow old.
Oh, keep me sweet, and let me look
Beyond the frets that life must hold;
To see the glad, eternal joys;
Yes, keep me sweet in growing old.
-Mrs. J. A. Hazard

Community Breakfast is held Wednesday mornings from 7:00 - 9:00 am at
the Elimsport Church.

Parish Bible Study is on Tuesday
evenings at 6:00 at the Elimsport
church. All are welcome.

Just a reminder: Everyone is
to check the mailbox in the
back of the church.

Council on Ministries meeting
was changed to this Thursday,
February 7th at 6:30.

There will be a Blood drive on
Tuesday, February 5th from 27 in the Fellowship Hall.

Greeters for February



Items for March’s newsletter are
due February 20th.



Items for the weekly bulletin’s
need to be to the church office
by Wednesday morning each
week.
(Items received after these dates are
not guaranteed to be printed.)

February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

Cathy Hill
Les & Elenora Lutz
Charlie & Pat Ulrich
Sandy Foresman

Acolyte Schedule

February
2/3 Elizabeth and Garett
2/10 Samuel and Mallorie
2/17 Mitchell and Jackson
2/24 Garett and Samuel
Attention fitness enthusiasts! All who are interested in free workouts can show up
on Tuesdays and Thursdays (except when the FH is already booked) from 6:307:30 starting on November 8th. We will have a variety of workout DVD’s we’ll be
showing on the TV in the fellowship hall. You may want to bring a mat and/or
towel for floor work. We can develop a schedule of the type of workouts for
each date as we become more organized. Any questions can be directed to Sharon Heintzelman or Christa McCormick.

The Christian Crusaders will meet Friday,
February 22nd at 5 pm in the Fellowship
Hall for a potluck dinner. Meat is provided.
The hostess will be Joann Stainbrook.

Pastor Mike will be in Ohio for
continuing education this Friday
and Saturday, February 8th and
9th.

ELIMSPORT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST PARISH
Worship Schedule:
Elimsport UMC
Worship 9:00 am
Sunday School 10:30 am
St. John's UMC
Sunday School 9:15 am
Worship 10:30 am

Parish Office:
16145S. RT 44 HWY
Allenwood, PA 17810
Parsonage Phone:
(570) 547-1386

Check weekly Bulletin for current schedule and events
(at Elimsport)

Pastor Mike’s Cell:
(570) 974-8590
Parish Website:
www.evpumc.org

Parish Bible Study

Parish email:
elimsportumc@gmail.com

Parish Youth Group

Varies according to the season.

www.evpumc.org

Our Mission Statement at Elimsport UMC
We gather together as a community of Christian believers to worship, fellowship, and to learn more about God. By the unity of the Spirit and the support of
each other, we are able to reach out to the community and the world.

Our Mission Statement at St. John’s UMC
The purpose of St. John’s is to both evangelize and nurture. We are called to
show God’s love in our world by giving aid and by spreading the Good News of
Christ. We in turn provide an atmosphere for nurturing where Biblical truths are
shared enabling people to become spiritually enriched. By providing this, people
will learn and through learning, become more effective witnesses.

