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New Year's Resolutions

by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson

"l never make New Year's Resolutions, anymore," the man told me, "I never keep
them, anyway." | can remember all too many resolutions I've made and let slip
away, too. But | believe New Year's resolutions are worth making. Let me tell you
why.

First, we all need changes. Some we find very hard to admit to ourselves. I've
heard people who say, "I have no regrets about my life. If | had it to do over, I'd
do it the same way again.” But that attitude is way too blind anesselfing so

far as I'm concerned. There is great power in confegsionrselves, to God, to
others. Owning up to our failures is the first, painful step on the road to something
better.

Second, when we change calendars is a good time for reassessment. How did last
year go? What do | want to do differently this year? This time of year always re-
minds me of a passage of scripture, better understood by farmers than suburban-
ites: "Break up your unplowed ground, and do not sow among thorns" (Jer 4:3). It
makes sense. The more land you put into production, the more prosperous you'll be.
But some of us are stupid enough to try to sow seeds in land overrun by star thistle
without breaking up the soil and taking care to root out the thorns as they come up.
Call it laziness. Call it stupidity.

Let me ask you a serious question. What percentage of your life is producing
something of value to God? How much "unplowed ground" do you have that ought
to be broken up in this coming year and made useful? Reassessment. The brink of a
new year is a good time for reassessment.



Third, New Year's is an excellent time for-ocmdrse corrections. Sure, we might

fail in what we set out to do, but if we fail to plan, the old saw goes, then we plan
to fail. If you're so fearful of failure that you never set up your row of tin cans to
shoot at, you're not very likely to hit any at all. Failure is not the end. For the per-
son who determines to learn from it, failure is a friend.

One of my heroes in the Bible is the Apostle Paul. Talk about failure! Throughout his
life he was opposed, persecuted, shipwrecked, stoned and left for dead, deserted
by trusted ceworkers, slandered, and scorned. Sometimes it seemed that projects
to which he had devoted years were turning to dust before his eyes. But during

from one of his stints in prison, we can see from one of his letters an unwillingness
to quit. "Forgetting what is behind," he wrote, "and straining toward what is ahead,

| press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heaven-
ward in Christ Jesus" (Phil 3148 NIV) No wonder he made a mark on his world.

He stopped looking back, and looked forward instead. He didn't let the fear of
failure keep him from trying again.

Fourth, New Year's is a time to learn to rely more heavily on the grace of God.

Now I've met a few selhade men and women and so have you, but so often these
people seem proud and driven. There is another way: beginning to trust in God's
help. One more secret from the Apostle Paul: "I can do everything through Him who
gives me strength," he said (Phil 4:13, NIV). And God's strength saw him through a
lot--through pain, through joy, and through accomplishment.

If this last year, you didn't practice relying on the Lord as much as you should have,
there is no time like the present to make a New Year's resolution. In fact, why don't
you say a short prayer right newse these words if you like: "Dear God, | want

the new year to be different for me." Now spell out in prayer some of the changes
you'd like to see. And close this way: "Lord Jesus, | know that I'm going to need a
lot of help for this. So right now | place myself in your hands. Help me to receive
Your strength. Amen." Good. Now you've got a much better chance of a Happy
New Year.
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December 17, 2019

Elimsport
United Methodist Church
16145 S Hwy 44
Allenwood, PA 17810
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything that I've commanded you”
Matthew (28:19-20)

Dear Friends in Mission,
Thank you!
Your financial support is enabling Global Ministries missionaries to fulfill the mission of the Church.

Through your financial support you are serving within a vital network of interactive relationships in more
than 60 countries around the world.

Nearly 400 United Methodist missionaries come from many places and backgrounds, witnessing and
serving in dramatically different locales and cultures, engaging in a range of activities and professions as
pastors, educators, congregational and leadership developers, regional coordinators for UMCOR,
agriculturalists, health coordinators, and doctors.

On behalf of the people who are recipients of the love of God through the direct ministry of a Global
Missions missionary = Thank You!

Grace and Peace,

T L @*W%

Thomas G. Kemper, General Secretary Roland Fernandes, COO and General Treasurer
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Grace and Peace,

Tt Fop @’“’"’“J“

Thomas G. Kemper, General Secretary Roland Fernandes, COO and General Treasurer
Supporting Gift Amount
James Keech $ 83.33

Date Received 12-04-19

Account #17960

Please retain this letter as your receipt. In compliance with IRS regulations, no goods or services were provided by the General Board of Global
Ministries in consideration of your contribution.

458 Ponce de Leon Avenue NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30308 / +1.404.460.7575 / umcmission.org



Shepherd of the Streets
P.O. Box 2184, Williamsport, PA 17703
Phone: 570-322-6538 Fax: 570-322-1968

Goc[ Bless Your Generosity!
Your Gift Provides Light To Those In Crisis.

Check Number: /5 24
Amount Donated: #300%

Date of Donation: /- 70 ~"1

Dear & ZDM'/WY"‘C LM
Your recent donation to the Shepherd of the Streets Ministry is
deeply appreciated.

Your gift of love is the spark needed for the candle to burn brighter _
in the hearts of those walking a difficult road.

May the Lord bless you abundantly, and shine brightly in all you
say and do.

Sincerely yours in Christ, Wi \\

J. Morris Smith, Th.D. AU
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December 11, 2019

Pastor Michael Hill

Elimsport United Methodist Church
16145 S State Route 44

Allenwood, PA 17810-9421

Dear Pastor Hill and Friends:

“Being on Social Security, you don’t have enough money to live on. The food at the Food Bank helps
all year round - especially during the holidays. It is very helpful.” ~ Don M.

This holiday season, we are blessed to have you as a partner in our mission of fighting hunger,
improving lives and strengthening communities.

We are so thankful for friends like you who are making a difference in the lives of those facing food
insecurity, including individuals like Don. Don regularly receives food from one of our partner agencies,
which he says helps him all year long. He currently lives in government housing after an accident left
him homeless with mounting medical bills. He relies on his local food pantry to fill his shelves and
describes the food he receives as simply, “very helpful.”

Without the Food Bank and its partners, Don would not have a holiday meal. Your generosity has made
this meal possible, and it has made the holidays brighter for thousands of others who find themselves in
similar situations.

Your generous gift of $300.00 will enable us to provide nutritious holiday meals to hungry children,
seniors, families and veterans in our neighborhoods.

We are grateful and blessed by your support. On behalf of everyone at the Central Pennsylvania Food
Bank, we wish you and yours a joyous holiday season and a happy and healthy new year.
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Yours in-Sgrvice,

JodArthur
Executive Director

No goods or services were provided in consideration of your contribution to the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank.

www.centralpafoodbank.org

3908 Corey Road Harrisburg, PA 17109-5929 Phone: (717) 564.1700 Fax:(717) 561.4636

3301 Wahoo Drive Williamsport, PA 17701-9205 Phone: (570) 321.8023 Fax:(570) 321.8024

The official registration and financial information of the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank may be obtained from Pennsylvania Department
of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, (800) 732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.




Brian Peddle

Larry Ashcraft
General

Divisional Commander

William Bamford NG Y Donald and Paula Spencer, Majors
Territorial Commander \ / Corps Commanding Officers

THE SALVATION ARMY

“Founded in 1865 by William and Catherine Booth™

Williamsport Citadel Corps
457 Market Street, PO Box 1296
Williamsport, PA 17701

December 4, 2019

Elimsport United Methodist Church
16145 PA 44
Allenwood, PA 17810

Dear Friends,

Thank you for being part of a strong history and even stronger mission as indicated by your recent gift.
The work of The Salvation Army in Williamsport today is the culmination of more than 127 years with
the same mission “..to meet human needs in His name without discrimination.” You can rest assured
that we will be doing the most good, as our current motto states, with the treasure you have entrusted
to us.

The Salvation Army is dependent upon caring people like you to support us in our effort to meet the
needs of our struggling brothers and sisters, as well as support the many outreach programs we offer to
the people of Lycoming County.

Please use this letter for tax purposes along with your records of your donation of $300.00 dated
11/20/2019 as a charitable contribution.

The Salvation Army is tax exempt under Section 501 c (3) of the IRS Code; is published in the IRS
Cumulative List of Organizations described in Section 170 c of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 as
amended; and this institution has full-time paid professional management. The Salvation Army received
your donation and has not provided goods or services to you in return.

San:e?W,
ofvald Spencer, Major

Commanding Officer

www.salvationarmywilliamsport.org
Telephone (570) 326-9187
FAX (570) 321-9987




130 Carpenter Street
Muncy, Pa 17756

Elimspont United Methadist Chunch: Newember 26, 2019
5 Gap Road
tleruwocd, Pa 17810

Fa: Membens and Friends, Elimospart United Methadist Church:

On behalf of the Recipients, Velunteens and Board of Dinectorns at the Sen
Light Ftause, “Thank Yeu” for your menetary donation of $300.00 neceived
on Novembien 23, 2019 for the Son Light Fouse.

We are tuly thanfful for your genereus and thoughtful suppet. This
denation will fielp purchase 5 0 for aun Chuistmas distribiution Decembien
18 and 19 at the Sen Light Fouse.

The month of Nevember, 2019- 536 Fouseholds on 1,363 Individuals, -415-
Youth, 647-Adults, 301-Seniors were alile to neceive foed and clothing. Jheve
wexe (19) New Ftouschalds negistened in Nevembien, 2019 at the Sen light
Fouse.

Sen Light Feuse depends on the suppent of the lecal community’s varicus
awganizations for theiv suppert with loth nen-pevishable food and monetary
denations, not te fonget cun volunteers mafking it pessitie te provide this sewvice
for the many families in need during the yean.

with God’s Blessing,

Dinectors, Sen Light Feuse







