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What Is So Important About Christian Hope? 

What is so important about Christian hope? 

If our future is not secured and satisfied by God then we are going to be exces-
sively anxious. This results either in paralyzing fear or in self-managed, greedy 
control. We end up thinking about ourselves, our future, our problems and our po-

tential, and that keeps us from loving. 

In other words, hope is the birthplace of Christian self-sacrificing love. That's be-
cause we just let God take care of us and aren't preoccupied with having to work 
to take care of ourselves. We say, "Lord, I just want to be there for other people 

tomorrow, because you're going to be there for me." 

If we don't have the hope that Christ is for us then we will be engaged in self-
preservation and self-enhancement. But if we let ourselves be taken care of by 
God for the future—whether five minutes or five centuries from now—then we can 
be free to love others. Then God's glory will shine more clearly, because that's how 

he becomes visible. 

When God satisfies us so deeply that we're free to love other people then he be-

comes more manifest. And that's what we want above all. 

What's the difference between a Christian definition of hope and the way it is 

usually used? 



The word "hope" in ordinary English vocabulary is generally distinguished 

from certainty. We would say, "I don't know what's going to happen, but 

I hope it happens." 

When you read the word "hope" in the Bible (like in 1 Peter 1:13—"set your hope 
fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ"), 
hope is not wishful thinking. It's not "I don't know if it's going to happen, but 

I hope it happens." That's absolutely not what is meant by Christian hope. 

Christian hope is when God has promised that something is going to happen and 
you put your trust in that promise. Christian hope is a confidence that something will 

come to pass because God has promised it will come to pass. 

How do we build our hope in God? 

Hope is a portion or part of faith. Faith and hope, in my mind, are overlapping re-

alities: hope is faith in the future tense. So most of faith is hope. 

The Bible says, "Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 
10:17). This implies that hope, like faith, is also strengthened by the word of God. 
Hope comes from reading his precious and very great promises and looking to 

Christ who purchased them. 

I would sum it up like this: The most important verse in the Bible for me, 

 probably, is Romans 8:32: 

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not 

also with him graciously give us all things?  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2010.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2010.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.32


Now that last part is hope producing! But it's grounded in the rock-solid statement 

that "God didn't spare his own son." 

So the essence of what we look to in the Bible to build our hope is, What has Christ 
done for me in my sinful condition that enables me to know that I will not come in to 
judgment and condemnation and that all things are working together for my good? 
And the answer is that Christ died for me, rose again for me, and therefore all the 

promises of God are yes in him. 

So let's look away from the circumstances that confront us, look to Christ, look to the 
promises, and hold fast to them. Hope comes from the promises of God rooted in 

the work of Christ. 

Various means to keep updated: 

 

website:     evpumc.org 

Face book:   Elimsport United Methodist Par-

ish 

Electronic sign at Elimsport church 

email Pastor Mike:   hjebm@comcast.net 

email church:    elimsportumc@gmail.com 

Call Pastor Mike:   570-547-1386 

Text Pastor Mike:  570-974-8590  (please 

identify yourself when texting) 

 

Be pro-active in getting the word out to oth-

ers in the church. 

Please be sure to check the church website 
evpumc.org and Elimsport United Methodist 

Parish face book for up to date church news. 

Due to the constant changes in the 
covid mandates, we are making it 
a personal choice to wear masks 
or face coverings in the church 
building, but are suggesting that 
you wear one if you are unvac-
cinated or are vulnerable to con-
tacting the virus.  We are still sug-
gesting that people practice social 
distancing each Sunday Morning 
and use common sense while 

greeting each other. 

 Items for February’s newsletter 

are due January 20th. 

  Items for the weekly bulletin’s 

need to be to the church office 

by Wednesday morning each 

week. 

(Items received after these dates are  

not guaranteed to be printed.) 



Wednesday morn-
ing breakfast at the 
Elimsport church  is 
Wednesday morn-
ings, from 7:30 am 

to 9:30 am.  
Elimsport Adminis-
trative Council will 
meet Monday, 
January 10th  

6:30. 

St. John’s Adminis-
trative Council will 
meet Thursday, 
January 13th at 

7:00.  

Acolyte Schedule: 

 

1/2/22 Garett & Mallorie 

1/9/22 Mitchell & Elizabeth 

1/16/22 Jackson & Samuel 

1/23/22 Garett & Elizabeth 

1/30/22 Mallorie & Jackson 

 

 

 

Hi Kay, 

 Ray and I took the gift bags to the 
elderly on our list this week.  The quilts 
and afghans made some grateful people.  
We have given out all but a few items, but 
think I have a good home for them as we 
have 2 family Christmas boxes to deliver 
next week.  Thank you kindly and to the 

women at your church 

also for making them. 

 

 Karen Eck 

 

 Montgomery  

 Footprints 

Thank you for 
my card. It was 
a very nice sur-
prise.  Hope all 
of you have a 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed 

New Year. 

 

   Love, 

 

  Linda Sampsell 





Parish Office: 
16145S. RT 44 HWY 
Allenwood, PA 17810 

Parsonage Phone:  
(570) 547-1386 

Pastor Mike’s Cell:  
(570) 974-8590 

Parish Website:  
www.evpumc.org 
 
Parish email: 
elimsportumc@gmail.com 

ELIMSPORT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST PARISH 

Worship Schedule: 
 
Elimsport UMC  

     Worship 9:00 am 
     Sunday School 10:30 am 

St. John's UMC  

     Sunday School 9:15 am 
     Worship 10:30 am 

Parish Youth Group  

Check weekly Bulletin for current schedule and events 
(at Elimsport) 

 
Parish Bible Study 

Varies according to the season. 

Our Mission Statement at Elimsport UMC 

We gather together as a community of Christian believers to worship, fellow-
ship, and to learn more about God. By the unity of the Spirit and the support of 

each other, we are able to reach out to the community and the world. 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement at St. John’s UMC 

The purpose of St. John’s is to both evangelize and nurture. We are called to 

show God’s love in our world by giving aid and by spreading the Good News of 

Christ. We in turn provide an atmosphere for nurturing where Biblical truths are 

shared enabling people to become spiritually enriched. By providing this, people 

will learn and through learning, become more effective witnesses.   

www.evpumc.org 


