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4 Reasons for Christians to Celebrate Independence Day 

By: Dr. Dillon Burroughs  

July 4th marks the birthday of the United States. Many commemorate the occasion 
with fireworks, cookouts, or displaying an American flag. But are there any biblical 
reasons Christians can find to celebrate Independence Day? Scripture offers at 

least four clear reasons. 

1. Gratitude for Religious Freedom 

First, America offers significant religious freedom for Christians (and others) to 
freely worship. The United States continues to operate as one of the nations offer-

ing the most religious freedom worldwide. 

Did you know that more than one-fourth of the nations in the world (53) include 
some form of legal restrictions or prohibition toward Christian activities? In many 
places across the globe, you can lose your job, be arrested, or even find yourself 
sentenced to death for following Christ. Yet in our nation, we can attend the church 
of our choice, openly read the Bible on our own or with others, and openly pray to 

God. 

Despite ongoing legal challenges to certain Christian activities in America, the na-

tion still enjoys great religious freedom. This is certainly something to celebrate. 

2. Appreciation for Those Who Defend Our Freedom 

Second, Christians can thank God for those who serve and have given their 
lives to defend our freedom. This includes past military veterans, current military 

personnel, as well as honoring their family members. 



We often forget our freedom of religion and other freedoms can only continue if 
our armed forces protect our nation and national interests. While this does not 
mean we have to agree with every military decision or conflict, we can be thankful 

for all those who serve and their families. 

3. Thanksgiving for the Opportunity to Participate in Government 

Third, we can thank God for the opportunity to participate in the democratic 
process of our nation. While politics is often viewed negatively, governing lead-
ers are ordained by God (Romans 13) and are to receive honor from those who 

follow Christ. 

Further, our nation offers the ability to participate through voting, advocating for 
issues important to our values, and even options to run for political office. Contrast 
this situation with the tyrannical Emperor Nero who led the Roman Empire during 
the New Testament period and you’ll quickly appreciate the opportunity to have a 

voice within the political process. 

4. Thankfulness for Peace with Family, Neighbors, and Friends 

Fourth, we can express appreciation for a nation at peace. If you lived in Syria 
today, your home and community would live under the threat of civil war. In many 
parts of Sudan, you would live in fear of your town being attack by rebels. If you 

were a Christian living in Iraq, you may be forced to flee for your safety. 

Despite significant violence within the United States, the nation remains free of war 
within its own borders. Most of us take this peace for granted, yet millions world-
wide long for a single night of rest without fear of attack in their communities.   
We can at least take a moment to thank God for the peace He has provided for 
our family, our community, and nation. As Jeremiah 29:7 teaches, we can seek the 
good of the city where we live and work to impact those around us with the love of 

Christ.  
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https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Jer%2029.7


Greeters for July 

 

July 1   Janet Eiswerth 

July 8   Sandy Foresman 

July 15  Bob & Rene Kahley 

July 22  Jane Riebsome 

July 29  Audrey Reed 

 Items for Augusts' newsletter are 

due July 20th. 

  Items for the weekly bulletin’s 

need to be to the church office 

by Wednesday morning each 

week. 

(Items received after these dates are  

not guaranteed to be printed.) 
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The Elimsport Church is in need of 
an Outdoor Custodian.  They will 
be responsible for mowing, weed-
ing, etc.  If interested, please con-
tact Tom Taylor at (570) 547-

1849.   

Re-creation is joining us on Sunday, July 29th at 
9AM for our outside parish church service.  Re-
creation is a singing group that is known as Ameri-
can's Ambassadors to hospitalized veterans.  They do 
320 shows annually in order to fund tours to the VA 
medical centers and state veterans homes in all 50 
states!  They will be singing favorite hymns that we all 
know and love, children's songs and dramatic works.  
Come and join us and invite some friends along for 
this wonderful service!  It will be held at the pavilion 
(if it rains we will be inside church) so you can bring a lawn chair, but there will 
also be chairs available.  Stay for some fellowship time afterward.   It’s so exciting 
for us to be the first to see the new group RC 44!   There will be a love offering 

taken to help with their amazing mission. 



Community Breakfast is held 
Wednesday mornings from 7:00 - 

9:00 am at the Elimsport Church.   
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Calling all Superheroes inter-
ested in exploring epic ad-
ventures to discover their 
strength in God!!! VBS 2018 
will be Sunday, July 29th 
thru Thursday, August 2nd 
from 6 to 8:30pm. Dinner will 
also be provided again this year. Closing Pro-
gram and Carnival Friday, August 3rd at 
6pm. Our Little Heroes will explore God's mis-
sion for their lives, encounter adventures along-
side biblical heroes, as well discovering their 
own unique power and strength from God! Any 
questions please contact, Captain Church 
(AKA) Pastor Mike or Wonder Women Taryn 
Myers and Andrea Hetner. Let us all Discover 

our Strength in God!    

We are excited to have 
Kingdom Kidz puppets 
join us for Bible school.  
They will be here on July 
31st at 6:30 pm.  Please 
spread the word about 

VBS and the puppets.  The Kingdom Kidz 
puppets always have a fantastic show and 
we might even be able to find some super-
heroes that night!  This will be an exciting 

week! 

We will have a sign up sheet at both churches to help with 
items we need for VBS and also to sign up for food for af-
ter the closing program. If you would like to make a mone-
tary donation to this important mission please give to Taryn 
Myers or Andrea Hetner or any of the wonderful volun-
teers we have helping at VBS.  Anyone that would like to 
help at the VBS carnival on August 3rd please see Christa 
McCormick or Sharon Heintzelman.  Thank you so much for 
your help and please pray for the volunteers and all the 

amazing kids we will see that week! 
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Parish Office: 
16145S. RT 44 HWY 
Allenwood, PA 17810 

Parsonage Phone:  
(570) 547-1386 

Pastor Mike’s Cell:  
(570) 974-8590 

Parish Website:  
www.evpumc.org 
 
Parish email: 
elimsportumc@gmail.com 

ELIMSPORT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST PARISH 

Worship Schedule: 
 
Elimsport UMC  

     Worship 9:00 am 
     Sunday School 10:30 am 

St. John's UMC  

     Sunday School 9:15 am 
     Worship 10:30 am 

Parish Youth Group  

Check weekly Bulletin for current schedule and events 
(at Elimsport) 

 
Parish Bible Study 

Varies according to the season. 

Our Mission Statement at Elimsport UMC 

We gather together as a community of Christian believers to worship, fellow-
ship, and to learn more about God. By the unity of the Spirit and the support of 

each other, we are able to reach out to the community and the world. 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement at St. John’s UMC 

The purpose of St. John’s is to both evangelize and nurture. We are called to 

show God’s love in our world by giving aid and by spreading the Good News of 

Christ. We in turn provide an atmosphere for nurturing where Biblical truths are 

shared enabling people to become spiritually enriched. By providing this, people 

will learn and through learning, become more effective witnesses.   

www.evpumc.org 


