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Freedom in Christ - What is it? How can I experience true free-

dom in Christ? 

Freedom is a basic human desire, so we would expect to read about it in the Bible. 
While the Bible speaks often of freedom, its focus is most frequently related to the 
spiritual freedom a person can experience in Christ. 
 
First, freedom in Christ is seen in contrast to the bondage of sin. Romans 6:20-23 
says, "For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 
But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now 
ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now that you have been set free 
from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification 
and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." In other words, sin enslaves people for spiritu-
al death and eternity apart from God. Knowing Christ provides freedom from the 

control of sin and eternal life with Him. 

Second, freedom in Christ is seen as the only true form of freedom, because it pro-
vides lasting freedom beyond this life. John 8:36 notes, "If the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed." We now know the truth that sets us free as believers 
(John 8:32). 
 
Third, a person who has experienced true freedom in Christ is called to live as His 
servant. The apostle Paul was an example of this, as many of his letters began with 
the introduction of himself as a "servant of Christ Jesus" (Romans 1:1). We are set 
free to serve Christ. This seems like a paradox to the non-believer, yet the freedom 
found in Christ gives the believer a desire to live for Christ as a servant. This atti-
tude reflects the attitude displayed by Jesus Himself during His time on earth (John 

13:1-20; Philippians 2:5-11). 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.20-23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.36
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2013.1-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2013.1-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%202.5-11


Fourth, those who find freedom in Christ also become His children. John 1:12 teach-
es, "But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God." As Galatians 4 also notes, we are now children and 
heirs of the inheritance of eternal life with Christ for eternity. 
 
Yet this freedom does not mean sin is completely removed. Paul spoke of his ongo-
ing struggle with sin (Romans 7:15-20), yet also noted that sin no longer controlled 
him (Romans 6:1-2). He was now a person who sought to live a transformed life 
because of his new life in Christ (Romans 12:1-2). This included putting off old hab-
its and developing new patterns that honored God (Ephesians 4:22-32). 
 
In short, we experience true freedom in Christ by knowing Him, walking in His ways, 
and engaging with the changes He makes in and through our lives as we focus on 
service to Him and to others. This freedom transcends the human freedoms desired 

in this world, providing peace in this life and freedom with Christ forevermore. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%204
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%207.15-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.22-32


Our parish will be collecting nonperishable food items, cleaning 
supplies and toiletries for Footprints of Montgomery during the 
month of July.  Please drop off items at either church.  We will 
start collecting items at Elimsport church on July14th due to VBS 
but you can bring items in anytime at St. John's.  Thanks for your 

help! 

There will be a paper at both churches to 
sign up for items that are needed for 
VBS.  Thank you your help with this won-

derful mission!  

New address for Eleanor Hanley: 

 

177 McIntyre Road  

Catawissa, Pa. 17820 

Due to the outside parish church ser-
vice on July 7th at the Elimsport church, 
there will be no Sunday School at St. 

John's.  

There will be a blood drive on Tues-
day, August 6th from 2-7 in the Fellow-

ship Hall. 











Acolyte Schedule: 

 

7/7  Outside service 

7/14  Mallorie & Samuel 

7/21  Jackson & Elizabeth 

7/28  Mitchell & Garett 

Dear Pastor Mike & Elimsport UMC, 

Thank you all so much for the beautiful and thoughtful card!  Thank you also for 
the generous Target card (and yes, I do love the flamingos!)  Thank you all for the 
love and support that you’ve shown me throughout my years in high school.  It truly 
means the world to me.  Thank you, for over the years, showing God’s blessings 
and teaching me to love Him greater than I had before.  Thank you so much for 

everything! 

 

     With Love, 

  

      Emma Klopp 

The hardest arithmetic to master is that 
which enables us to count our blessings.  
Thank you for your generosity, faith, 

encouragement and support. 

 

   Marvin Walters 

  







It's that VBS time of year again! Get 
ready to get down on the farm! Prepare 
yourself for a little barnyard adventure 
as we take a look at Farm Fresh FAITH 
through the eyes of our barnyard 
friends. With these new friends from the 
farm, we will embark on a journey 
through the life of Joseph and find out 
that God is ALWAYS faithful and WOR-
THY of our Trust!!!! It will be held Sunday, July 7th through Thursday, July 11th from 
6:00 - 8:30pm. Dinner will also be provided. Carnival and Closing program will 
be Friday, July 12th at 6pm. If you are interested in helping or donating please 
contact one of our barnyard friends, Andrea Hetner, Taryn Myers or our very own 

Farmer Mike!! (AKA- Pastor Mike) Hope to see you there!!!  

The “Red Bull” (bus) will buck it’s way to 
VBS.  Call Kay if you want to ride.  

(570) 538-1855. 

Service music on Sunday, July 7th will be presented by…. 

 

“Sister Act”, a sister duo comprised of Cindy (Murray) Tarr 

and Susan (Murray) Wajda. 

 

Cindy lives outside of Washingtonville and is a retired ele-
mentary school teacher whose specialty was math and reading support. Susan 
lives outside of Allenwood and is a retired dental hygienist from both the educa-

tional and clinical settings. 

 

They have been singing together since the early 1980’s, performing music from a 

variety of music genres and for an array of event types. 

 

Cindy and Susan also sing with their father in the  

“Joe Murray Band” where they perform country and gospel shows.  



Community Breakfast is held Wednes-
day mornings from 7:00 - 9:00 am at 
the Elimsport Church.  There will be 

NO breakfast July17th. 

Greeters for July 

 

July 7   Bobby Buss 

July 14  Audrey Reed 

July 21  Stu Seitzer 

July 28    Bonnie Foust 

 Items for Augusts' newsletter are 

due July 20th. 

  Items for the weekly bulletin’s 

need to be to the church office 

by Wednesday morning each 

week. 

(Items received after these dates are  

not guaranteed to be printed.) 

Just a reminder:  Everyone is to 
check the mailbox in the back 

of the church. 

A special thank you for all the work 
of the ladies in the kitchen following 
the funeral service for our mother 

Vera Kennelley. 

 

  Sincerely, 

      Cathy, Connie, Sue, Bill & Rick 

 





Parish Office: 
16145S. RT 44 HWY 
Allenwood, PA 17810 

Parsonage Phone:  
(570) 547-1386 

Pastor Mike’s Cell:  
(570) 974-8590 

Parish Website:  
www.evpumc.org 
 
Parish email: 
elimsportumc@gmail.com 

ELIMSPORT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST PARISH 

Worship Schedule: 
 
Elimsport UMC  

     Worship 9:00 am 
     Sunday School 10:30 am 

St. John's UMC  

     Sunday School 9:15 am 
     Worship 10:30 am 

Parish Youth Group  

Check weekly Bulletin for current schedule and events 
(at Elimsport) 

 
Parish Bible Study 

Varies according to the season. 

Our Mission Statement at Elimsport UMC 

We gather together as a community of Christian believers to worship, fellow-
ship, and to learn more about God. By the unity of the Spirit and the support of 

each other, we are able to reach out to the community and the world. 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement at St. John’s UMC 

The purpose of St. John’s is to both evangelize and nurture. We are called to 

show God’s love in our world by giving aid and by spreading the Good News of 

Christ. We in turn provide an atmosphere for nurturing where Biblical truths are 

shared enabling people to become spiritually enriched. By providing this, people 

will learn and through learning, become more effective witnesses.   

www.evpumc.org 


