Freedom in ChrisWhat is it? How can | experience true free-
dom in Christ?

Freedom is a basic human desire, so we would expect to read about it in the Bible.
While the Bible speaks often of freedom, its focus is most frequently related to the
spiritual freedom a person can experience in Christ.

First, freedom in Christ is seen in contrast to the bondageRdsians 6:2@3

says, "For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.
But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now
ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now that you have been set free
from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification
and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." In other words, sin enslaves people for spiritu-
al death and eternity apart from God. Knowing Christ provides freedom from the
control of sin and eternal life with Him.

Second, freedom in Christ is seen as the only true form of freedom, because it pro-
vides lasting freedom beyond this lidehn 8:36otes, "If the Son sets you free,
you will be free indeed." We now know the truth that sets us free as believers

(John 8:32.

Third, a person who has experienced true freedom in Christ is called to live as His
servant. The apostle Paul was an example of this, as many of his letters began with
the introduction of himself as a "servant of Christ J&usafs 1)1 We are set

free to serve Christ. This seems like a paradox to theelmver, yet the freedom

found in Christ gives the believedasirgo live for Christ as a servant. This atti-

tude reflects the attitude displayed by Jesus Himself during His time ordehrth (

13:1-20; Philippians 2:81).



https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.20-23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.36
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2013.1-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2013.1-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%202.5-11

Fourth, those who find freedom in Christ also become His clothred:12each-

es, "But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God." &alatians 4also notes, we are now children and

heirs of the inheritance of eternal life with Christ for eternity.

Yet this freedom does not mean sin is completely removed. Paul spoke of his ongo-
ing struggle with silkomans 7:120), yet also noted that sin no longer controlled

him Romans 6:2). He was now a person who sought to live a transformed life
because of his new life in ChrRRohans 12:P). This included putting off old hab-

its and developing new patterns that honored Ggphesians 4:222).

In short, we experience true freedom in Christ by knowing Him, walking in His ways,
and engaging with the changes He makes in and through our lives as we focus on
service to Him and to others. This freedom transcends the human freedoms desired
in this world, providing peace in this life and freedom with Christ forevermore.
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* This Independence Day, we're reaching out to say

the best things in life are FREE...
Just like God's love for you.

May the GOD of HOPE

fill you j V
with 1 K
great ‘ ¢ * 4

PEACE
as you TRUST in Him.

Roman 15:13



https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%204
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%207.15-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.22-32

Our parish will be collecting nonperishable food items, cleahing
supplies and toiletries for Footprints of Montgomery during the

month of JulyPlease drop off items at either churdfie will
start collecting items at Elimsport church on Julyl4th due tp VBS

but you can bring items in anytime at St. JohArianks for you
help!

i

There will be a paper at both churches|fdue to the outside parish church se
sign up for items that are needed for

VBS. Thank you your help with this wor
derful mission!
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vice on July 7th at the Elimsport chyrch,
ithere will beno Sunday School at St
John's.
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New address for Eleanor Hanley:

177 Mclintyre Road
Catawissa, Pa. 17820
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There will be a blood drive on Tues-
day, August 6th from-Z in the Fellow
ship Hall.

BLOOD DRIVE T00D DRIYE
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SOJOURNER TRUTH MlNISTRIES lNC 501 ngh Street Wllhamsport PA 570—
323-1797 Rev. C. Angelique Labadie-Cihanowyz, Director

Website: stmwilliamsport.org
Want me to come and share about Sojourners to your church or group?
Invite me! I’d love to!

Vision Statement Sojourner Truth Ministries shall be a loving, spiritual, and inclusive Christian mission. Mission Statement Sojourner Truth Ministries
loves all people, creates community, builds character, and equips us to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.

We are supported by these foundations:
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Greetings to all
| am so grateful for all that God has done here at Sojourner Truth Ministries over the past year since |
came on as Director. Continuing to pursue Him and His vision for this place has been a great blessing
amidst the challenges and changes. Staying the same is easier and offers less resistance than
forging ahead, and this is certainly true in ministry. That being said, we re moving forward, offering
dignity, prayer, and a safe place for our guests to be.
Our Saturday Dinner Church is now six months old, and we continue to
tweak it to make it the best experience péidslBle for both those receiving w
as well as those who come to serve. If yol¥Have not yet been- please
come on a Saturday at 11:20 to worship with us! Don't be too late, or
you'll miss it- the service is done at noon and move right into sharing a

: meal together. Meals together, around the tables, is so important. This
is designed to be where conversations and connections take place, as well as discipling and
debriefing the message of the day. Weekday meals have been increasing, with an average of 20
coming in for breakfast and between 50-65 for lunches daily. All have opportunity to come early
for pre-meal devotions.
The After School Kids program continues to develop as we figure out what works and what does not
with our group of kids. What we've found in the last weeks is that they thrive on 1:1 attention more than
group activities (which we still try). These kids are cared for and fed
nutritious food, helped with homework if desired, and given plenty of
opportunities to interact in various ways. A beautiful success is that some
of the boys have felt comfortable enough to come to the end of Dinner
Church (they are hearing praise songs and prayer) and stay for lunch. Little
by little, they are hearing and experiencing the love of Jesus. Committed
volunteers welcome (we will help with all required safety and background
clearances). Especially needed are homework helpers.

Hours of Operation:

Monday thru Saturday 8:00 am —1:00 pm
Sunday - Closed

Monday - Friday - Breakfast 8:00am & Lunch 12:00Noon (Devotions 11:45am)
Saturday - Dinner Church - upstairs 11:30am (followed by Noon Message)
Tuesday & Wednesday - After School Kids - 3:30pm - 4:45pm (Ending Wednesday, May29th)




Sojourner House

We have a plan! Since beginning in this ministry spring 2018, there has been a new vision. Seeing the need
and having the desire to utilize all of our space to the fullest, a plan has been developing, and it's getting
exciting! Turning the former parsonage into short term, communal housing to help women coming out of a
season of homelessness is what God has put on our heart. Meeting this identified need, the house guests will be
vetted by a panel, and the care will be holistic. Participants chosen for this six month program will be highly
motivated to succeed and become self-sufficient.

Our vision of success will be for women to secure stable housing, to have gainful employment, improve
relational skills, move forward in healing, and become a positive influence in their circles- lessening the burden
on "the system". This, in turn, will strengthen our community. :

We are offering churches, groups, and individuals the opportunity to sponsor needed items or adopt a room with
furnishings. We need capitol monies in order to sustain this program for a less dependent community. Please
join in the restoration process of the home, and those who will come through- we expect to have up to ten at a
time. These ladies will see the love of Jesus in all that we do.

This renovation project is using as much volunteer skill as possible, and a small team has formed through
Volunteers In Mission. There is always room for more help! The work is going forward as the funds become
available. The process has begun with heating and electrical work, as well as clean out. The opportunity to be
involved by sponsoring a room, or job, or specific item from kitchen cabinets to new windows to flooring to
paint, etc. is now! : ‘ ; ; . i
We are also in need of volunteer staff to help oversee and mentor. Interested in being a part of the prayer and
planning team? There's so much more...Contact Pastor Angelique 570-323-1797, Angelique4stm(@gmail.com.

Praise Report:

This month was a true blessing for one of our sojourners. Michael has been suffering from chronic
homelessness and unemployment, among other issues. He always walks with his head hung down in
udder defeat. Well, To God'b@flﬁéﬁGiory, this month Michael has landed a job and this is a wonderful
start to new beginnings in his life. The first we have seen him smile and walk with his head held high

in a very long time.

| began helping a woman this month who is homeless with her 3 grandchildren. Both of her daughters
are battling addiction. When she arrived at STM, she was in tears. | sat with her for the better part of
two hours, praying and trying to give her clarification on some issues. She then spent about a half

hour at the altar pouring things and issues out to God. Her words were, “ | feel so much lighter now”.
A.S.

EItemsWeed’ed? :I Quotes from “Sojourners”’ - people on their journey...

Postage & Postcard Stamps

i | | come here because it is a safe place off the streets “ - Mike, in a season of homelessness
Local Gift Cards, | “ | come early every day because | need to have my heart and soul fed besides lunch”- Ken,
Sugar | "This is home to me, this is my second family” - Grandma S
Coffee & Creamer | "l will take memories of my work experience at STM and remember to treat others with
PAPER plates |respect... Thank you for all you've taught me, Sojourner’s” - a student who comes to us
. R \through BLAST Intermediate Unit
Nice dinner napkins (paper) | “| learned more about myself in five weeks than the past 40 years through the UnAshamed
for dinner church  ‘Class..it has changed my thought process and in turn changed some pain to forgiveness-
' Small size Takeout Containers | f:S:E- . ‘
. . *. " It's an honor to be a part of something that really makes a difference in the community’-
Disinfectant wipes \Derrick
Bleach ; | came here to hear devotions, to get away from the house, and | come here for the meal

- \and the people. There are not enough food stamps for the month, so eating here helps. It

Wihdow fan ' | helps take a little bit of stress off my life" — Barbara

Qrt. & Sandwich size " You can see God's Word taking hold here” - Darnell- a man who comes in periodically for
Ziploc Bags |prayer. ... et
Plastic ware ' ==

(spoons, forks, knives) )
1 am a sojourner on the earth... Psalm 119:19
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