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Pastor Mike Hill
You’ve been there. Waiting, just waiting, to see the first robin, or the first
bud, or the first hint of green. We know it’s coming, but it’s just out of
reach. It’s the hope that Spring will soon bring light rain showers, pink
flowers, and the sound of buzzing bees.
And so we wait. We wait and hope for spring because there is nothing
we can do to hurry it along. The coming of spring is out of our control.
We jokingly look to a groundhog to tell us if spring is on its way, but we
know it’s really the God of the universe who brings each new season.
He brings newness after the gray of winter. A new life.
Spring is the perfect metaphor for the gospel. It is God’s nature to
make something new. Not only can we observe many attributes of God
in the spring, but His gospel plan is plastered throughout creation.
God is Creative:
When was the last time you really took a good look at a daffodil?
What about a praying mantis? Or a bluebird? God is so creative; and
He isn’t just creative in nature (Romans 1:20). God is creative in story
telling. YOUR story. No one else has a testimony just like yours. God
brings people to Himself in different ways. You are unique.
Who would have thought that through death would come life more
abundantly? Through the blood and death of Jesus comes eternal life.
How creative! The old is gone, a new life is beginning. Spring. New life.
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God is Joyous:
Winter, while beautiful in its own way, can be dreary and cold. Still, and
hard. After a long winter, when that first green leaf appears, joy explodes. All of a sudden you can see green in other places along with
yellow, pink…and smiles. People begin to smile more in spring, have
you noticed that?
Once a habitual life of sin is given over to the Lordship of Jesus, joy
floods one’s soul. It’s indescribable! Believers in Jesus see the world differently and with more joy. The gospel transfers a soul from the dreariness of sin into the newness of life and brings unimaginable joy.
God is Faithful:
We know without a doubt that spring will arrive to the land around us.
The seasons, after all, are cyclical. Just as we know the sun will rise and
set each 24 hours, we know that every 3 months we will have a new season. Spring will come. The God who created all of these nature cycles
is faithful to bring them about.
God is also faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. But many times we seem to forget this. We try to fix
our lives on our own and everything becomes out of sync and out of the
cycle of life. Just as spring is “right around the corner,” God is “right
there” when we mess up. He is ready to give us a new beginning and
another chance.
In winter, when looking at brown leaves on the ground one might wonder
why they had to die. Why did a living thing fall to the ground only to
turn into dust?
It had to. The leaf had to fall and die. If it didn’t then the new leaves
would not be able to sprout. In the same way, we must die to ourselves. If we don’t, then the new life God wants for us will never grow.
We will never be able to serve God as He desires if we aren’t willing to
surrender it all. The gospel equals making Jesus Lord of our lives.
And with the death of ourselves comes the spring of eternal life.
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Community Breakfast is held
Wednesday
mornings from
7:00 - 9:00 am at the Elimsport
Church.

Any adults interested in joining
either churches, please let Pastor Mike know as we will be
forming membership classes in
February. These will be about
4-5 evening classes for those
who are attending church but are not
members.
The Easter Egg hunt
will be on 3/31/18
at 10am, at the
church softball field.
We will be having Communion in
the pews on Sunday, March 4th at
both churches.

Parish Bible Study is
Tuesday evenings at
6:30 pm at the
Elimsport church. All
are invited. We will be studying how
we got our Bible and its origins.

Our parish mission project for Lent is the United Methodist Home.
The United Methodist
Home would like gift
cards to help get what
the kids need and they also use it as
rewards for positive behavior and
teach life lessons about spending money. Each of our churches will have an
Easter tree up with ornaments on it.
On the ornaments their will be listed a
gift card that they would like. Once
you have the gift card bring it in and
put it under tree. Thank you in advance for your help with this mission.

Greeters for March


Items for April’s newsletter are
due March 20th.



Items for the weekly bulletin’s
need to be to the church office
by Wednesday morning each
week.
(Items received after these dates are
not guaranteed to be printed.)

March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25

Frank Cleaver
Sue Fisher
Mike & Lori Lewis
Joe & Lauren Bryson &
Family
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Hi,
Since I’ve missed a month of church due to illness, I need to thank a lot of
folks who came to my aid. Thanks to Elimsport and St. John’s for having me in their
thoughts. And thanks to Pastor Mike and Bishy for visiting me in the hospital.
Thanks to those who sent ready made food to my house. And the one who went
grocery shopping for me. And thanks to those who phoned to check on me. And to
those who drove me to doctors appointments. And thanks to all those who sent me
an ocean of cards. I love this community.

Joann Stainbrook

Calling all Superheros interested in exploring epic
adventures to discover their strength in God!!! VBS
2018 will be Sunday, July 29th thru Thursday, August 2nd from 6 to 8:30pm. Dinner will also be provided again this year. Closing Program and Carnival Friday, August 3rd at 6pm. Our Little Heros will
explore God's mission for their lives, encounter adventures alongside biblical heros, as well discovering their own unique power and
strength from God! Our first meeting will be Sunday, March 18th at 3pm. Any Superhero Leader already helping or interested in helping please plan to attend!
Any questions please contact, Captain Church (AKA) Pastor Mike or Wonder Women Taryn Myers and Andrea Hetner. Let us all Discover our Strength in God!
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ELIMSPORT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST PARISH
Worship Schedule:
Elimsport UMC
Worship 9:00 am
Sunday School 10:30 am
St. John's UMC
Sunday School 9:15 am
Worship 10:30 am

Parish Office:
16145S. RT 44 HWY
Allenwood, PA 17810
Parsonage Phone:
(570) 547-1386

Check weekly Bulletin for current schedule and events
(at Elimsport)

Pastor Mike’s Cell:
(570) 974-8590
Parish Website:
www.evpumc.org

Parish Bible Study

Parish email:
elimsportumc@gmail.com

Parish Youth Group

Varies according to the season.

www.evpumc.org

Our Mission Statement at Elimsport UMC
We gather together as a community of Christian believers to worship, fellowship, and to learn more about God. By the unity of the Spirit and the support of
each other, we are able to reach out to the community and the world.

Our Mission Statement at St. John’s UMC
The purpose of St. John’s is to both evangelize and nurture. We are called to
show God’s love in our world by giving aid and by spreading the Good News of
Christ. We in turn provide an atmosphere for nurturing where Biblical truths are
shared enabling people to become spiritually enriched. By providing this, people
will learn and through learning, become more effective witnesses.

