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Mother's Day Every Day 

 

      Johann Christoph Arnold  

Every year Mother's Day is anticipated by many as a chance to show their love 
and thanks to their wives and mothers for all they do. Fathers and children look 
forward to it and rush to the nearest mall to get the latest Mother's Day gift or 
card. 
 
But our mothers deserve much more than that. They are the backbone of the human 
family. This is a fact that we men often fail to comprehend. We think we are so 
smart, so much more discerning than our wives. We do not show them the respect 
they deserve. 
 
It is mothers, not fathers, who carry the greatest burden in life and are much more 
in tune to what real life is all about. A mother thinks day and night about the well-
being of her children. She is the first to praise them and to comfort them, and the 
first to protect them when she senses that they may be in danger. It is she who has 
carried them and borne the pains of pregnancy and childbirth, and who continues 
to carry them in her heart. There is an old Jewish saying: "God could not be every-
where at once, so he gave each child a mother." 
 
If only we could grasp the tremendous importance of this mystery. Appreciating 
and respecting their wives and mothers is the only way for men to understand their 
task as husbands and fathers. There is great confusion today about the role of men 
and women. Many women rebel, with good reason, against the oppression and 
lovelessness of the men around them, but in the end their resentment, understanda-

ble as it may be, achieves little.  



Man and woman have been created as equals, but God has given them different 
roles. My wife Verena and I have been blessed with 38 years of marriage. God 
gave us eight children and we now have 35 grandchildren. My wife has stood by 
me in bad times as well as in good times. In these 38 years we have experienced 
many crises, but she was always steadfastly at my side, never doubting in God's 
love and confident that everything would turn out all right in the end. Without an 
intensive prayer life and daily forgiveness, this would not have been possible. 
 
There's an old saying that "when a woman delivers a child she has one foot in the 
grave." This is as true now as when my mother and my wife went through childbirth. 
In fact, only two or three decades ago we took a normal, healthy birth for grant-
ed. Of course there were exceptions; there is never a guarantee that mother and 
child will survive. But now, in this day and age, there are complications of one kind 
or another in a great proportion of births. If only for this reason, our wives and 
mothers deserve far more honor and respect from us men. In fact, if we were to 
show this love, our own lives-and the whole world-would be turned upside down. 
 
Let's not miss the chance to use this Mother's Day to show much more love to our 
mothers and wives. If we do this, we will actually be doing ourselves a service: We 
might gain a better understanding of what fatherhood and marriage is all about. 
It is not about standing above our wives, tyrannizing and controlling them. Rather, it 
is about protecting, loving and caring for them. In the end we will feel a lot better 
about ourselves, not to mention the transforming effect on our children when they 
realize that Dad and Mom truly love and care for each other and for their chil-
dren. 
 
This Mother's Day--and every day--I will do my best to show my wife my appreci-
ation for everything she has done for me, for my children and grandchildren, and 
for many others as well. Because, to quote a profound saying I found printed on a 

napkin at a horse show: "Iff'n Mama ain't happy, ain't nobody happy." 



Wednesday morning breakfast at 
the Elimsport church has resumed 
and is Wednesday mornings, from 
7:00 am to 9:00 am. Please wear 
a mask when entering and leav-

ing.  

 

Elimsport Administrative Council will 

meet Monday, May 10th at 6:30. 

St. John’s Administrative Council will 

meet Thursday, May 13th at 7:00.  

Please let Pastor Mike know of anyone from 
our parish graduating from High School or 
college or any other program of learning so 
we can recognize them on graduate recogni-
tion Sunday, June13th during worship at 

each church.   

Acolyte Schedule: 

5/2 Elizabeth & Garett 

5/9 Mallorie & Mitchell 

5/16 Jackson & Samuel 

5/23 Elizabeth & Mallorie 

5/30 Garett & Mitchell 

 



 Items for June’s newsletter are 

due May 20th. 

  Items for the weekly bulletin’s 

need to be to the church office 

by Wednesday morning each 

week. 

(Items received after these dates are  

not guaranteed to be printed.) 

Please be sure to check the church 
website evpumc.org and Elimsport 
United Methodist Parish face book 

for up to date church news. 

Various means to keep updated: 

 

website:     evpumc.org 

Face book:   Elimsport United Methodist Par-

ish 

Electronic sign at Elimsport church 

email Pastor Mike:   hjebm@comcast.net 

email church:    elimsportumc@gmail.com 

Call Pastor Mike:   570-547-1386 

Text Pastor Mike:  570-974-8590  (please 

identify yourself when texting) 

 

Be pro-active in getting the word out to oth-

ers in the church. 





Parish Office: 
16145S. RT 44 HWY 
Allenwood, PA 17810 

Parsonage Phone:  
(570) 547-1386 

Pastor Mike’s Cell:  
(570) 974-8590 

Parish Website:  
www.evpumc.org 
 
Parish email: 
elimsportumc@gmail.com 

ELIMSPORT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST PARISH 

Worship Schedule: 
 
Elimsport UMC  

     Worship 9:00 am 
     Sunday School 10:30 am 

St. John's UMC  

     Sunday School 9:15 am 
     Worship 10:30 am 

Parish Youth Group  

Check weekly Bulletin for current schedule and events 
(at Elimsport) 

 
Parish Bible Study 

Varies according to the season. 

Our Mission Statement at Elimsport UMC 

We gather together as a community of Christian believers to worship, fellow-
ship, and to learn more about God. By the unity of the Spirit and the support of 

each other, we are able to reach out to the community and the world. 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement at St. John’s UMC 

The purpose of St. John’s is to both evangelize and nurture. We are called to 

show God’s love in our world by giving aid and by spreading the Good News of 

Christ. We in turn provide an atmosphere for nurturing where Biblical truths are 

shared enabling people to become spiritually enriched. By providing this, people 

will learn and through learning, become more effective witnesses.   

www.evpumc.org 


