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Pastor Mike Hill
The autumn of life is a strange mixture of nostalgia, blessings, and potential. It
yields the harvest of seeds we’ve sown throughout life and braces us for colder
days to come.
When life’s autumn arrives, we look back and better understand the way God led
us; but we still have work to do—the best and fullest. It’s a good transition time.
“Autumn” only occurs once in the Bible. In Jude 1:12, false teachers are compared
to “autumn trees without fruit,” implying that autumn should be a fruitful season, the
most abundant of the year. How can we take advantage of the “autumn of life”?
The Unchanging Nature of God
The seasons come and go, so focus on the God who remains unchanged and unchanging. “LORD, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the world,
even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God” (Psalm 90:1-2).
There’s a lot of unwelcome change in our world. Moral and societal changes brother us most when we turn on our television or glance at the magazines. We’re painfully aware our kids are growing up in a world far different from the one we knew
as children.
And personal changes—children leaving home, the passing of dear friends, and
the slow, steady decline in our vitality and health. Sometimes we feel outdated at
work.
But amid all the changes, one thing, one person, never changes—our eternal God.
Remember this verse from “Abide with Me”?
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass
away; Change and decay in all around I see; O Thou who changest not, abide
with me.
--Henry F. Lyte
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God does not change. His life is always the same. His character is always dependable. His truth, ways, and purposes do not change. His Son does not change. He’s
the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8).
His children will enjoy His fellowship a million years from now. The world may fade,
the stars may fall, the seasons may change, and winter may come. But the God
who has been our help in ages past is our hope for years to come. In Him we have
permanence, stability, joy unshakable, and life unending.
The Divine Foresight of God
We’ve all suffered setbacks along the way. But God promised, “I will restore to
you the years that the swarming locust has eaten. . . . You shall eat in plenty and
be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God” (Joel 2:25-26). His divine forethought knew it all in advance, and He can be trusted with what has happened to us in years past.

Our omniscient Savior knows the end from the beginning, and He will bless whatever is yielded to Him. Focus on His foreknowledge, providence, and sovereignty.
The Wonderful Blessings of God
The autumn of life is a great time to focus on God’s wonderful blessings—family,
friends, strength, shelter, provision, guidance, care, fruitful ministry, opportunities to
serve, more time to pray and study His Word, and eternal life still to come.
During life’s autumn, we have a richer perspective and can count more blessings
than ever before.
A Renewed Commitment to God
Autumn is a good time to focus on your commitment to God. Some of the saddest
words in the Bible are in Jeremiah 8:20, “The harvest is past, the summer is ended,
and we are not saved.” If you’ve never made a commitment to Jesus Christ, do it
now, while there is still time.
If you are a follower of Christ, remember to remain close to Him during the shifting
seasons of life.
During autumn, we all know that winter lies ahead, but if winter comes, can spring
be far behind?
This article was excerpted from Turning Points, Dr. David Jeremiah’s devotional magazine.
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Fall Harvest: As we
give thanks for God's
many blessings lets
reach out to others in
need. Our collection of
nonperishable food
items for Footprints of
Montgomery started on Sunday, September 30th.
Why not try putting aside an item each day for the
month of October. They help 80+ families in the
Montgomery area. They also need foil, bags, toilet
paper, cleaning supplies etc. There will be boxes at
each church to put your items in. Thanks in advance
for your help with this wonderful mission!

Acolyte Schedule for Elimsport
UMC:
October:
7th
14th
21st.
28th.

Confirmation classes
will be on Sunday evenings at 6:00 at the
Elimsport church. These
should run until the end
of October pending attendance.

The Christian Crusaders Class
will have a Potluck dinner on Friday, October 19th at 5 pm at
the Elimsport Church.

Mallorie & Mitchell
Jackson & Elizabeth
Samuel & Garett
Mitchell & Jackson

There will be a Blood Drive on Tuesday,
October 9th from 2 - 7 at the Elimsport
Church.
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World communion Sunday is Sunday, October 7th. We will be having communion at the rails in each
church.

Community Breakfast is held
Wednesday mornings from 7:00 9:00 am at the Elimsport Church.
Please note: There will be NO
breakfast on October 10th and
17th.

St. John's crocheting and sewing
ladies will start up again
Wednesday, October 3, 2018.
Everyone is welcome, need not be
member of the parish. We have
lots of yarn and fabric. We get
started by 9:15AM and go until
2:00 or longer. Bring your own
lunch. Devotions after lunch.

Greeters for October



Items for November’s newsletter
are due October 20th.



Items for the weekly bulletin’s
need to be to the church office
by Wednesday morning each
week.
(Items received after these dates are
not guaranteed to be printed.)

October 7
October 14
October 21
October 28

Sue Fisher
Katy Moser
Mike & Lori Wallis
Carlene Moore
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ELIMSPORT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST PARISH
Worship Schedule:
Elimsport UMC
Worship 9:00 am
Sunday School 10:30 am
St. John's UMC
Sunday School 9:15 am
Worship 10:30 am

Parish Office:
16145S. RT 44 HWY
Allenwood, PA 17810
Parsonage Phone:
(570) 547-1386

Check weekly Bulletin for current schedule and events
(at Elimsport)

Pastor Mike’s Cell:
(570) 974-8590
Parish Website:
www.evpumc.org

Parish Bible Study

Parish email:
elimsportumc@gmail.com

Parish Youth Group

Varies according to the season.

www.evpumc.org

Our Mission Statement at Elimsport UMC
We gather together as a community of Christian believers to worship, fellowship, and to learn more about God. By the unity of the Spirit and the support of
each other, we are able to reach out to the community and the world.

Our Mission Statement at St. John’s UMC
The purpose of St. John’s is to both evangelize and nurture. We are called to
show God’s love in our world by giving aid and by spreading the Good News of
Christ. We in turn provide an atmosphere for nurturing where Biblical truths are
shared enabling people to become spiritually enriched. By providing this, people
will learn and through learning, become more effective witnesses.

