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Letting Your Leaves Fall
by Rachel Wojo
Little yellow leaves from the front yard tree dance across the porch and driveway. As their bright green color fades, it seems they fall almost as quickly as
they change. I love summer affectionately and part of me longs to whisper to the
tree “Hold on a little longer. Come on; you got this. Think green!” But graciously
the tree listens to its Maker rather than my foolish whispers. In order to flourish in
the new season, the tree must let go of its decayed leaves. They have performed
well for the term, but their time has drawn to a close.
Autumn is a wonderful time to observe nature. As I watch the swirling leaves
stirred by the wind, I am reminded that they display an important lesson for all
of us to follow suit in a way. Just as the trees don’t stubbornly hold on to their
dead leaves, so we shouldn’t hold on to any unnecessary weight in our lives.
When we long to enter a new season, the old can easily inhibit the new if we allow it. God’s Word reminds us to:
Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every
form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other,
just as in Christ God forgave you. Ephesians 4:31,32 (NIV)

To get rid of negativity in our lives, we must first identify it. How can we do this?
» By reading God’s Word.
» By allowing His Spirit to show us the necessary heart changes we need.
» By being willing to shun practices such as bitterness and anger.
» By asking God to help us let go of the guilt from the past.

Oh how the Lord longs to empower and strengthen us for the new season ahead!
If we’re not sure of the issues detaining a kind and compassionate spirit, He will
show us when we ask. And if guilt from the past is preventing this beautiful new
season, we have His promises like this one to remember:
Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland. Isaiah 43:18,19 (NIV)

What are you holding on to that is preventing a freshness to the season ahead?
Could it be that the decayed leaves are piling up and your heart needs to discard
them for good? If so, why not reach out to the Lord in prayer? He longs to hear
from you. Ask Him to shine light on any thoughts, circumstances, habits or other
“decayed leaves” you might be clinging to. As you watch the leaves fall this season, our prayer is that you are reminded to let go of anything that would hinder a
fresh relationship with God.

Council of Ministry is meeting October
3rd at 6:30 at the Elimsport church.
Please come and join us as we plan
our parish events for October thru
January. We would love to see you
there! New ideas are appreciated.

Acolyte Schedule:
10/6/19
10/13/19
10/20/19
10/27/19

Mallorie & Mitchell
Garett & Elizabeth
Jackson & Garett
Mitchell & Garett

Community Breakfast is held Wednesday mornings from 7:00 - 9:00 am at
the Elimsport Church.

Parish Bible Study is on Tuesdays at
6:30. We are studying the book of
Psalms. All are welcome.

Just a reminder: Everyone is to
check the mailbox in the back of
the Elimsport church.

We are still looking for anyone interested
in serving as a Youth Fellowship leader.

Thank you for your donations
to Footprints of Montgomery
food pantry. They were so
thankful for the donations! It is
hard to keep the shelves
stocked when they see 70-80
families a month. Again thank
you for your help in this important mission!

After much consultation and discussion, we are trying to move forward
to repair the basement walls at the
parsonage. This involves intense labor and expense. If anyone wishes
to donate funds to help with the cost
of rebuilding the foundation walls
there, please let Pastor Mike know
or you can give with your regular
offering by marking your envelope
"parsonage foundation".

Greeters for October

October 6
October 13
October 20
October 27


Items for November’s newsletter
are due October 20th.



Items for the weekly bulletin’s
need to be to the church office

by Wednesday morning each
week.
(Items received after these dates are
not guaranteed to be printed.)

Sandy Foresman
Cathy Hill
Charlie & Pat Ulrich
Deanna Drick

World Communion Sunday is October
6th. We will be having communion at
the rails at both churches.

Pastor Mike, church members &
friends,
This is long overdue, but
I want to thank all for the prayers
and cards sent to me, also the visits.
It seems I was having more downtime
than up, but still kept trying to do
better. Praying by the end of September, I’ll be doing better and soon
be home. Again thank you everyone
for your prayers and blessings.

Thank you for the many get well cards
that was sent to me while in the hospital
and at Valley View. Also, the visit that I
receive and the many prayers. Thank you
for the gifts, the afghan, cookies and candy. Also, the meals that we receive. God
bless all.

Kay Van Horn

Eleanor Hanley

There will be a blood drive on
October 1st from 2-7 at the
Elimsport UMC fellowship hall.

ELIMSPORT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST PARISH
Worship Schedule:
Elimsport UMC
Worship 9:00 am
Sunday School 10:30 am
St. John's UMC
Sunday School 9:15 am
Worship 10:30 am

Parish Office:
16145S. RT 44 HWY
Allenwood, PA 17810
Parsonage Phone:
(570) 547-1386

Check weekly Bulletin for current schedule and events
(at Elimsport)

Pastor Mike’s Cell:
(570) 974-8590
Parish Website:
www.evpumc.org

Parish Bible Study

Parish email:
elimsportumc@gmail.com

Parish Youth Group

Varies according to the season.

www.evpumc.org

Our Mission Statement at Elimsport UMC
We gather together as a community of Christian believers to worship, fellowship, and to learn more about God. By the unity of the Spirit and the support of
each other, we are able to reach out to the community and the world.

Our Mission Statement at St. John’s UMC
The purpose of St. John’s is to both evangelize and nurture. We are called to
show God’s love in our world by giving aid and by spreading the Good News of
Christ. We in turn provide an atmosphere for nurturing where Biblical truths are
shared enabling people to become spiritually enriched. By providing this, people
will learn and through learning, become more effective witnesses.

